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DISUNION! 
awiON WITH SLAVEHOLDERS ! 


Imerican Anti-Slavery Secicty. 


-om Debates in the several State Conven- 
n of the U 
CHUSETTS CONVENTION. 
iph of the 2d section being read; 
-rose to explain it. There has, says he, 
tion of this section. It isa 
; Constitution, that representation 
hould go hand in hand. This para- 
numbers of free persons shal! 
adding to the whole number of 
iding those bound to service for a 


8. Constitution, 


, : » that the 


RIETY, cu s, Inc 


IN VOGUE rs, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
" other persons. These persons are 
3 By this rule is representation and taxa- 
ABLE 4 nortioned. And it was adopted, because 
¥ y ngusa ze of all America. 
NTS! @ ’ very asked, if a boy of six years of age 
sy » considered as a free person? 
6 on hand, aad zg in answer aid, all persons born free 
i! be clone difoe sidered as freemen; and to make the 
one an opp tion by numbers more intelligibie, said 
THIN pe ro children of South Carolina, are to 
, rity . tax as the three Governors of New- 
/RING Tu » Massachusetts, and Connecticut. 
3 Dana, in reply to the remark of some gen- 


» southern States were favored in this 


wv 

TS 5 nment, by having five of their ne- 
Ke ‘ rainst three persons in the eastern, the 
&e \3 iige observed, that the negroes of the 
e -» States work no longer than when the eye 

'Y garmentiigs on them. Can, asked he, that land | 
$l ke this, which is cultivated by the hands of 
in figure, Are not three of these independent free- 


n—a very a re real advantage to a State, than five of 
office coat, * r slaves ? 
patterns, a gemmp Nass mnt marked on the statement of the hon- 
l, OF money te fr. King, by say ing that the honorable gen- 
‘ a should have gone further, and shewn us the 
sete side of the que stion. Itiaa good rule that 
wales l ; both ways—and the gentlemen should also 
ap 1 4, that three of our infants in the cradle, 
ed as high as five of the working ne- 
‘ Virginia. Mr. N, adverted to a statement 
og, who had said, that five negro children 


te 


nen Coats, 1 
—@ Ve ry pr 
rv low price 


some for 3 sof New-England,and wished, he said, the 


1F ible gentleman had considered this question 
®, and adap C Je—as it would then appear that 
2 a store, offi pay as great a tax for three children 

cts. to J is any of the southern States will for 
“ ng y working negro men. He hoped, he said, 
¢ we were making a new government, we should 


tter than the old one: for if we had made 


lo I 00 gain before, as had been hinted, it was a 
dress end bugle we should make a better one now. 

1a wes said, he was sorry to hear so many 

Jat any othe s raised against the paragraph under @on- 

£101 0 t He thought them wholly unfounded ; 

f the Jabori k inhabitants of the southern States 

RED ape ynsidered either as slaves, and as so much 

. , rin the character of so many freemen; if 


r, why should they not be wholly repre- 
be Our own State laws and Constitution would 
& to consider those blacks as freemen, and 80 
* would our own ideas of natural justice: if, 

; ney are freemen, they might form an equal 

sortment nen, the} a 
: vad : ‘presentation as though they were all 
tanta. In either view, therefore, he 
that the northern States would suffer, 
y to the contrary. He thought, however, 
en would do well to connect the passage 


of the lot. 










cool, comfe 


and gentili 


of these—Ic e with another article in the Constitution, 
16101 @ mits Congress, in the year 1808, wholly to 

00, a pret the importation of slaves, and in the mean 

1 mpose a duty of ten dollars a head on such 

pag jxis as should be imported before that period. Be- 
ro jes by the new Constitution, every particular State 
s Bet » its own option totally to prohibit the intro- 

1 2% to! of slaves into its own territories. What 

1 Gtol the convention do more? The members of 
and plaids thern States, like ourselves, have their preju- 
1 75 ww It would not do to abolish slavery, by an 


Congress, in a moment, and so destroy what 
thern brethren consider as property. But we 
ay, that although slavery is not smitten by an 
xy, yet it has received a mortal wound and 
wa consumption. 


a decided!lf” 
1 Wto1 5 ‘ 


at patiorns 


ents to 1 . Neal, (from Kittery,) went over the ground of 
1 n to this section on the idea that the slave 
xg vas allowed to be continued for 20 years. His 


inteel, 1 ; 
° , he said, obliged him to bear witness 


mast any thing that should favor the making mer- 
sc of the bodies of men, and unless his objec- 
is removed, he could not put his hand to the 
: Other gentlemen said, in addition to 
that there wag not even a proposition that 
3 ever shall be free, and Gen. Thompson 


1 00 to! 


vn prices 


the money. é ' . 
ATS § 


| President, shall it be said, that after we have 
je 
00 to 1 2% | ‘ 


shed our own independence and freedom, we 
slaves of others? Oh! Washington, what a 
*tashe had! How he has immortalized him- 
e holds those in slavery who have a good 
free as he has—he is still fur self; and, 

1, his character has sunk 50 per cent. 
ther side, gentlemen said, that the step 
4 this article, towards the abolition of slave- 
a "ss one of the beauties in the Constitution. They 
. at iat in the eonfederation there was no pro- 
tever for its ever being abolished; but 
tion provides, that Congress may, after 
totally annihilate the slave trade; and 


, 


50 to 2 008 


some very © ‘ 
w price ute@ 


ts. to 3 LUG 


z *0'l (he States, except two, have passed laws 

} 2 ‘effect, it might reasonably be expected, that 

‘ , . en be done. in the interim, all the States 
d Coats—@ erty to prohibit it, 

pretty for be ‘var, January 26.—[The debate on the 9th 

1 008 continued desultory—and consisted of 

5 a jections, and answers thereto, as had be- 

Wrwls ®F 1 used. 


} Both sides deprecated the slave 
pat for 8a *in the most peinted terms; on one side it was 
87 1-2 cls. & ‘ily lamented, by Mr. Nason, Major Lusk, 
“Veal, and others, that this Constitution provided 


as Sacks, @ 
Continuation of the slave trade for 20 years. 


vear from 


ts. to 1 00 ther, the honorable Judge Dana, Mr. Adams 
, “ners, rejoiced that a door was now to be open- 
one half ~ °r the annihilation of this odious, abhorrent 


in & certain time.} - 
en. Heath. Mr, Presidept—by my indisposition 
‘sence, | have lost several important opportu- 
to 1 00 * cashier lost the opportunity of expressing my 
» — ents with a candid freedom, on geome of the 
“Steps of the system, which have lain heavy on 
‘c. I have lost the opportunity of eee 





s. to 1 “tm approbation on some of the paragraphs. 
. to F 00 Sst the opportunity of hearing those judicious, 
to F 00 sehing and convincing arguments, which have 
to 75 ets. “vanced during the investigation of the sys- 
* 4018 is my misfortune, and I must bear it.— 
ves with ie *ragraph respecting the migration or importa- 
ew _ “such persons as any of the States now exist- 
len sae 5 ‘all thiok proper to admit, &c. is one of those | 
neha to - eee during my absence, and I have heard 
» months a 4 >, 08 the subject, save what has been men- 
cent. by Be wa...” ™orning; botI think the gentlemen who 
bd ‘> » have cargied the matter rather too far 
= om, des. f apprehend that it is not in our 
¥ ax, 2° *Hy thing for or against those who are 
> ,.,°Y in the southern States. No gentleman 
‘ENT. B ‘I ‘hese wails detests every idea of slavery more 
eee? 20: itis generally detested by the people of 
Os ."Monwealth; and I ardently hope that the 
rs 4, soon come, when our brethren in the eouth- 
Fim, tes will view itas we do, and put a stop to it; 
peg & ion we have no right to compel them. Two 
’ D * a aha NUrally arise: if we ratify the Constita- 
E tacks 3 we do any thing by our act to hold the 
a «., be slavery—or shall we become the partakers 
ra, Dba  DON’'S Sins? =I think neither of them. Each 





“eit sovereign and independent to a certain de- 





th Carolina were equally rateable as three | 





| gree, and they have aright, and will regulate their 
|own internal affairs, as to themselves appears proper; 
| and ehall we refuse to eat, or to drink, or to be uni- 
| ted, with those who do not think, or act, just as we 
| do? surely not. We are notin this case partakere 
| of other men’s sins, for in nothing dg we voluntarily 
| encourage the slavery of our fellow-men ; a restric- 
j tion is laid on the Federal Government, whieh could 
;not be avoided, and a union take place. The Fed- 
jeral Convention went as far as they could; the mi- 
| gration or importation, &c. is confined to the Stetes, 
|now existing only, new States cannot claim it. Con- 
gress, by their ordinance for erecting new States, 
| ome time eince, declared that the new States shall 
| be republican, and that there shall be no slavery in 
ithem. But whether those in slavery in the sonthern 
| States, will be emancipated after the year 1808, [ do 
not pretend to determine: I rather doubt it. 

Mr. Neal rose and said, that as the Constitution 
|at large, was now under consideration, he would just 
| remark, that the article which respected the Africans, 
| was the one which laid on his mind—and, unless his 
| objections to that were removed, it must, how much 
| soever he liked the other parts of the Cofstitution, 
| be a sufijcient reason for him to give his negative 
to it. 


Major Lusk concurred in the idea already thrown 
jout in the debate, that although the insertion of the 
{amendments in the Constitution was devoutly wish- 
fed, yet he did not see any reason to suppose they 
{ever would be adopted. Turning ‘from the subject 
|of amendments, the Major entered largely into the 
| consideration of the 9th section, and in the most pa- 
|thetic and feeling manner, described the miseries of 
ithe poor natives of Afriea, who are kidnapped and 
sold for slaves. With the brightest colors he paint- 
ed their happiness and ease on their native shores, 
jand contrasted them with the wretched, miserable, 
jand unhappy condition, in a state of slavery. 
| Rey. Mr. Backus. Much, sir, has been said about 
the importation of slaves into this country. I believe 
that, according to ny capacity, no man abhors that 
| wicked practice more than I do, and would gladly 
{make use of ali Jawful ineans towards the abolish- 
ing of slavery in all parts of the land. But let us 
|consider where we are, and what we are doing. In 
| the articles of confederation, no provision was made 
| to hinder the .mportation of slaves into any of these 
| States: but a door is now opened hereafter to do it; 
jand each State is at liberty now to abolish slavery 
j}as soon as they please. And let us remember our 
|former connexion with Great Britain, from whom 
|many in our land think we ought not to have revolt- 
|eJ. How did they carry on the slave trade! I know 
j that the Bishop of Gloucester, in an annual sermon 
jin London, in February, 1766, endeavored to justify 
| their tyrannical claims of power over us, by casting 
|the reproach of the slave trade upon the Americans. 
| But at the close of the war, the Bishop of Chester, 
|in an annual sermon, in February, 1783, ingenuous- 
ly owned, that their nation is the most deeply in- 
| volved in the guilt of that trade, of any nation in 
the world; and also, that they have treated their 
slaves in the West Indies worse than the French or 
| Spaniards have done theirs. Thus siavery grows 
more and more odioug through the world; and, as 
an honorable gentleman ssid some days ago, 
|* Though we cannot say that slavery is struck with 
}an apoplexy, yet we may hope it will die with a con- 
{sumption And a main source, sir, of that iniquity, 
{hath been an abuse of the covenant of circumcision, 
| which gave the seed of Abraham to destroy the in- 
| habitente of Canaan, and to take their houses, vine- 
yards, and all their estates, as their own; and also| 
,to buy and hold others as servants. And as Christ- 
|ian privileges are greater than those of the Hebrews 
vere, many have imagined that they had a right to 
seize upon the lands of the heathen, and to destroy 
or enslave them as far as they could extend their 
power. And from thence the mystery of iniquity, 





requisile to pass an act in regulation of commerce: 
they were apprehensive that the restraints of a nav- 
igation law would discourage foreigners, and by 
obliging them to employ the shipping of the porth- 
ern States, would probably enhance their freight. 
his being the case, they insisted strenuously on 
having this provision engrafted in the Constitution ; 
and the northern States were as anxious in opposing 
it. On the other hand, the small States seeing them- 
selves embraced by the confederation upon equal 
terms, Wished to retain the advantages which they 
already possessed. The large States, on the con- 
trary, thought it improper that Rhode Island and 
Delaware should enjoy an equal suffrage with them- 
selves: from these sources a delicate and difficult 
contest arose. It became necessary, therefore, to 
compromise ; or the Convention must have dissolved 
without affecting any thing. Would it have been 
wise and prudent in that body, in this critical sitaa- 
tion, to have deserted their country? No. Every 
mao who hears me—every wise man in the United 
States, would have condemned them. The Conven- 
tion were obliged to appoint a committee for accom- 
modation, In this committee the arrangement was 
formed as it now stands; and their report wag ac- 
cepted. It was a delicate point; and it was neces- 
sary that all parties should be indulged. Gentlemen 
will see, that if there bad not been a unanimity, 
nothing could bave been done: for the Convention 
had no power to establish, but only to recommend a 
government. Any other system would have been 
impracticable. Let a Convention be called to-mor- 
row—let them meet twenty times ; nay, twenty thou- 
sand times; they will have the some difficulties to 
encounter; the same clashing interests to recon- 
cile. 

But in dismissing these reflections, Jet us consid- 
er how far the arrangement is in itself entitled to 
the approbation of this body. We will examine it 
upon its own merits. 

The first thing objected to, is that clause which 
allows a representation for three-fifths of the negroes, 
Much has been said of the impropriety of represen- 
ting men, who have no will of their own. Whether 
this be reasoning or declamation, I will not presume 
tosay. It is the unfortunate situation of the south- 
ern States, to have a greut part of their population, 
as well as property, in blacks, The regulations com- 
plained of was one result of the spirit of accommo- 
dation, which governed ‘he Convention; and with- 
out this indulgence, no union could possibly have 
been formed. But, sir, considering some peculiar 
advantages which we derived from them, it is entire- 
ly just that they should be gratified. The southern 
States possess certain staples, tobacco, rice, indigo, 
&c. which must be capital objects in treaties of 
commerce with foreign nations; and the advantage 
which they necessarily procure in these treaties will 
be felt throughout all the States. But the justice of 
this plan will appear in another view. The best 
writers on government have held that representation 
should be compounded of persons and property. 
This rule has been adopted, as far as it could be, in 
the Constitution of New-York, It will however by 
no means be admitted, that the slaves are considered 
altogether as property. They are men, though de- 
graded to the condition of slavery. ‘They are per- 
sons kuown to the municipal laws of the States which 
they inhabit, as wel! as to the Jaws of nature, But 
representation and taxation go together—aend one 
uniform rule ought to apply. to both. Would it be 
just to compute these slaves in the assessment of 
taxes, and discard thein from the estimate in the ap- 
portionment of representatives? Would it be just 
to impose a singular burthen, without conferring 
some adequate advantage ? 





VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 


Gov. Randolph said, we are told in strong lan- 
guage, of dangers to which we will be exposed un- 








carried many into the practice of making merchan- 
dise of slaves and souls of men. But all ought to 
remember, that when God promised the land of Ca- 
naan to Abraham and his seed, he Jet him know that} 
they were not to take possession of that Jand, until 
the iniquity of the Amorities was ful! ; and then they 
did it under the immediate direction of Heaven ; and 
they were as real executors of the judgment of God | 
upon those heathens, as any person ever was en ex- 
ecutor of a criminal justly condemned. And in do- 
ing it they were not allowed to invade the lands of 
‘the Edomites, who sprang from Esau, who was not 
only of the seed of Abraham, but was born at the 
‘same birth with Israel; and yet they were not of 
that ehurch. Neither were Israe! allowed to invade | 
the lands of the Moabites, or of the children of Arn- | 
mon, who were of the seed of Lot. And no officer 
| in Israel had any legislative power, but such as were 
immediately inspired. Even David, the man after 
God’s own heart, had no legislative power, but only 
as he was inspired from above: and he is expressly 
jcalled a prophet in the New Testament. And we 
}are to remember that Abraham and his seed, for four | 
|handred years, had no warrant to admit any stran- | 
| gers into that church, but by buying of him as a ser- 
j}vant, with money. And it was a great privilege to 
ibe bought, and adopted into a religious family for 
| seven years, and then to have their freedom. And 
lthat covenant was expressly repealed in various 
| parts of the New Testament ; and particularly in the 
first epistle to the Corinthians, wherein it is said— 
| Ye are bought witha price; therefore glorify God 
}in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
And again—Circumcision is nothing, and uncireum- 
cision is nothing, but keeping of the commandments 
jofGod. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men. Thus the gospel sets all nen upon 
a level, very contrary to the declaration of an hon- 
joreble gentleman in this house, ‘that the Bible was 
|contrived for the advantage of a particular order of 
| men.’ 
| Mr. Smith. He would now proceed to state his 
objections to the clause just read, (section 2, of arti- 
jcle J, clause 3.) Elis objections were comprised un- 
|der three heads: Ist, the rule of apportionment is 
}unjust; 2d, there is no precise number fixed on, be- 
|low which the house shall not be reduced ; 3d, it is 
|inadequate. In the first place, the rule of apportion- 
| ment of the representatives is to be according to the 
| whole number of the white inhabitants, with three- 
fifths of all others; that is, in plain English, each 
| State is to send representatives in proportion to the 
|number of freemen, and three-fifths of the slaves it 
;contains. He could not see any rule by which slaves 
| were to be included in the ratio of representation ; 
| —the principle of a representation being that every 
ifree agent should be concerned in governing thim- 
self, it was absurd to give that power to a man who 
|could not exercise it—slaves have no will of their 
lown: the very operation of it was to give certain 
' privileges to those people, who were so wicked as to 
|keep slaves. He knew it would be admitted, that 
ithis rule of apportionment was founded on unjust 
principles, but that it was the result of accommoda- 
‘tion; which, he supposed, we should be under the 
| aecessity of admitting, if we meant to be in union 
| with the southera States, though utterly repugoant 
to his feelings. 

Mr. Hamilton. In order that the committee may 
| understand clearly the principles on which the Gen- 
| eral Convention acted, I think it necessary to explain 
}some preliminary circumstances. 

Sir, the natura: situation of this country seems to 
divide its interests into different classes, There are 
navigating and non-navigating States—the northern 
are properly the navigating States: the southern ap- 
pear to possess neither the means nor the spirit of 
navigation, ‘This difference of situation naturally 
produces a dissimilarity of interests and views re- 
spectiag foreign commerce. It was the interest of 
the northern States, that there should be no restraints 
on their aavigation, and that they should have full 
power, by a majority in Congress, to make commer- 
cial regalations in favor of their own, and in restraint 
of the navigation of foreigners, southern 
States wishel to impose a restraint on the northern, 
by requiring that two-thirds in Congress should be 








less we adopt this Constitution. Among the rest, 
domestic safety is said to be in danger. This gov- 
ernment does not attend to our domestic safety. It 
authorizes the importation of slaves for twenty odd 
years, and thus continues upon us that nefarious 
trade. Instead of securing and protecting us, the 
continuation of this detestable trade adds daiiy to 
our weekness. Though this evil is increasing, there 
is no clause in the Constitution that will prevent the 
northern and eastern States from meddling with our 
whole property of that kind. There is a clause to 
prohibit the importation of slaves after twenty vears, 
but there is no provision made for securing to the 
southern States those they now possess, It is far 
from being a desirable property. But it wil] involve 
us in great difficulties and infelicity to be now de- 
prived of them. There ought to be a clause in the 
Constitution to secure us that property, which we 
have acquired under our former laws, and the Joss 
of which would bring ruin on a great many people. 

Mr. George Nicholas said, another worthy mem- 
ber says, there is no power in the States to quel! an 
insurrection of slaves. Have they itnow? If they 
have, does the Constitution take it away ? If it does, 
it must be in one of the three clauses which have 
been mentioned oy the worthy member. The first 
clause gives the general government power to call 
them out when necessary. Does this take it away 
from the States? No. But it gives an additional 
security : for, besides the power in the State gov- 
ernments to use their own militia, it will be the du- 
ty of the general government to aid them with the 
strength of the Union when called for. No part of 
the Constitution can shew that this power is taken 
away. 

Mr. George Mason. Mr, chairman, this is a fatal 
section, which has created more dangers than any 
other. The first clause allows the importation of 
slaves for twenty years. Under the royal govern- 
ment, this evil was looked on as a great oppression, 
and many attempts were made to prevent it; but the 
interest of the African merchants prevented its pro- 
hibition. No-sooner did the revolution take place, 
than it was thought of. It was one of the great 
causes of our separation from Great Britain. its ex- 
clusion has been a principal object of this State, and 
most of the States in the Union: The augmentation 
of slaves, weakens the States; and such a trade is 
diabolical in itself, and disgraceful to mankind. Yet, 
by this Conatitution, it is continued for twenty years, 
As much as I value an union of all the States, [ 
would not admit the southero States into the Union, 
unless they agreed to the discontinnance of this dis- 
graceful trade, because it would bring weakness and 
not strength to the Union. And though this infa- 
mous traffic be continued, we have no security for 
the property of that kind which we have already. 

here is no clause in this Constitution to secure it ; 
for they may lay such tax as will amount to manu- 
mission. And should the government be amended, 
still this detesiable kind of commerce cannot be dis- 
continued til] after the expiration of twenty years. 
For the fifth article, which provides for amendments, 
expressly excepts this clause. [ have ever looked 
upon this as a most disgraceful thing to America. I 
cannot express my detestation of it. Yet they have 
not secured us the property of the slaves we have 
already. So that, ‘they have done what they ought 
not to have done, and nave left undone what they 
ought to have done.’ 


Mr. Madison.. Mr. Chairman, I should conceive 
this clause to be impolitic, if it were one of those 
things which could be excluded without encounter- 
ing greater evils. The southern States would not 
have entered into the Union of America, without 
the temporary permission of that trade. And if they 
were excluded from the Union, the consequences 
might be dreadful to them and tous. We are not 
in & worse situation than before. That traffic is 
prohibited by our laws, and we may continue the 
prohibition. The Union in general is not in a worse 
situation. Under the articles of confederation, it 
might be continued forever: but by this clause an 
end may be put to it after twenty years. There is, 
therefore, an amelioration of our circumstances. A 
tax may be Jaid in the mean time ; but it is limited, 





|been uniform, it would have been universally ob- 


otherwise Congress might lay such a tax as would 
amount to a prohibition. From the mode of repre- 
sentation and taxation, Congress cannot lay such a 
tax op slaves as will amount to manumission. An- 
other clavse secures us that property which we now 
possess. At presant, if any slave clopes to any of 
those States where slaves are free, he becomes 
emancipated by their laws. For the laws of the 
States are uncharitable to one another in this re- 
spect. But in this Constitution, ‘no persen held to 
service, or labor, in one State, under the laws there- 
of, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of 
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 
such service or !abor; but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor 
may be due.’ This clause was expressly inserted to 
enable owners of slaves to reclaim them. This is a 
better security than any that now exists. No pow- 
er is given to the general government to interpose 
with respect to ‘the property in slaves now held by 
the States. The taxation of this State being equal 
only to its representation, and a tox cannot be laid 
|as he supposes. They cannot prevent the importa- 
‘tion of slaves for twenty years; but after that peri- 
od, they can. The gentlemen from South Carolina 
and Georgia argued in this manner: ‘We have now 
liberty to import this species of property, and much 
of the property now possessed, has been purchased, 
or otherwise acquired, in contemplation of improving 
it by the assistance of imported slaves. What would 
be the consequence of hindering us from it? The 
slaves of Virginia would rise in value, and we would 
|be obliged to go to your markets.” I need not ex- 
| patiate on this subject. Great as the evil is, a dis- 
| memberment of the Union would be worse. If those 
| States should disunite from the other States, for not 
including them in the temporary continuance of 
| thi¢ traffic, they might solicit and obtain aid from 
foreign powers, 











Mr. Tyler warmly enlarged on the impolicy, ini- 
| quity, and disgracefulness of this wicked traffic. He 
|thought the reasons urged by gentlemen in defence 
lof it, were inconclusive, and ill founded. It was 
|one cause of the complaints against British tyranny, 
|that this trade was permitted. The revolution had 
| put a period to it; but now it was to be revived. He 
| thought nothing could justify it. This temporary 
restriction on Congress militated, in his opinion, 
against the arguments of gentlemen on the other 
'side, that what was not given up, was retained by 
ithe States; for that if this restriction had not been 
| inserted, Congress could have prohibited the African 
jtrade. The power of prohibiting it, was not express- 
ily delegated to them; yet they would have had it 
| by implication, if this restraint had not been provi- 
|ded. This seemed to him to demonstrate most clear- 
lly the necessity of restraining them by a bill of 
i rights, from infringing our inalienakle rights. It was 
‘immaterial whether the bill of rights was by. itself, or 
| included in the Constitution. But he contended for 
| it one way or the other. It would be justified by our 
lown example,and that of England. His earnest de- 
|sire was, that it should be handed down to posterity. 
ithat he had opposed this wicked clause. 


Mr. Henry insisted, that the insertion of these re- 
'strictions on Congress, was a plain demonstration, 
| that Congress could exercise powers by imprication. 
|The gentleman had admitted that Congress could 
have interdicted the African trade, were it not for 
j this restriction. If so,the power not having been 
;expressly delegated, must be obtained by implica- 
|tion. He demanded where, then, was their doctrine 
| of reserved rights? He wished for negative clauses 
ito prevent them from assuming any powers but those 
lexpressiy given. He asked, why it was moited to 
secure us that property in slaves, which we held 
| now ? He feared its omission was done with de- 
isign. They might lay such heavy taxes on slaves, 
las would amount to emancipation; and then the 
{southern States would be the only sufferers. His 
‘opinion was confirmed by the mode of levying mon- 
ley. Congress, he observed, had power to lay and 
| collect taxes, imposts, and excises. Impos‘s (or du- 
| ties) and excises, were to be uniform. But this uni- 
|furmity did not extend to taxes. This might com- 
| pel the southern States to liberate their negroes. He 
| wished this property therefore to be guarded. He 
| considered the clause which had been adduced by 
ithe gentleman as a security for this property, as no 
| security atall. It was no more than this—that a 
| runaway negro could be taken up in Maryland or 
|New-York. ‘This could not prevent Congress from 
|interfering with that property by laying a grievous 
{and enormous tax on it, so as to compel owners to 
|emancipate their slaves rather than pay the tax. He 
|apprehended it would be productive of much stock- 
|jobbing, and that they would play into one another’s 
{hands in such a manner as that this property would 

be lost to the country. 


| Mr. George Nicholas wondered that gentlemen 
who were against slavery, would be opposed to this 
jclause ; as after that period the slave trade would be 
|done away. He asked, if gentlemen did not see the 
| inconsistency of their arguments? They object, says 
ihe, to the Constitution, because the slave trade is 
jlaid open for twenty odd years; and yet tell you, 
| that by some latent operation of it, the slaves who 
jare.so now, will be manumitted. At the same mo- 
| ment, itis opposed for being promotive and destruc- 
|tive of slaves. He contended that it was advanta- 
| geous to Virginia, that it should be in the power of 
|Corgress to prevent the importation of slaves after 
jtwenty years, as it would then puta period to the 
j evil complained of, 
| As the southern States would not confederate 
| without this clause, he asked, if gentlemen would 
irather dissolve the confederacy than to suffer this 
|temporary inconvenience, admitting it to be such? 
| Virginia might continue the prohibition of such im- 
| portation during the intermediate period, and would 
| be benefitted by it, as a tax of ten dollars, on each 
slave, might be laid, of which she would receive a 
jshare. He endeavored to obviate the objection of 
| gentlemen, that the restriction on Congress was a 
proof that they would have power not given them, by 
remarking, that they would only have had a general 
superintendency of trade, if the restriction had not 
been inserted. But the southern States insisted on 
this exception to that general superintendency for 
twenty years. It could not therefore have been a 
power by implication, as the restriction was an ex- 
ception from a delegated power. The taxes could 
not, as had been suggested, be Jaid so high on ne- 
groes as to amount to emancipation; because texa- 
tion and representation were fixed according to the 
census established in the Constitution. The excep- 
tion of taxes, from the uniformity annexed to duties 
and excises, could not have the operation contended 
for by the gentleman; because other clauses had 
| clearly and positively fixed the census. Had taxes 





jected to, for no one object could be selected with- 
out involving great inconveniences and oppressions. 
But, says Mr. Nicholas, is it from the general gov- 
ernment we are to fear emancipation? Gentlemen 
will recollect what I said in another house, and 
what other gentlemen have said that advocated 
emancipation. Give me leave to say, that that clause 
is @ great security for our slave tax. I can tell the 
committee, that the people of our country are re- 
duced to beggary by the taxes on roes. Had 
this Constitution been adopted, it would not have 
prerte ay The a ae Jaid on all our ne- 
groes. Fo er east are exempted. He 
then added, that he had imagined gentlemen would 
rete 4h what they had opposed in another 
ce. 


Mr. Henry replied, that though the ion of 
each was mi be Raed by the census, bi ote Ra 


te, being 
the sole object to raise it. 


to Pele ed en roots b Blaves |, 


eek as i i mate ep 





question, which was solely whether that paper was 
wrong or not. ' 

_ Mr. Nicholas replied, that negroes must be con- 
sidered a8 persons or npelty. If as property, the 
proportion of taen abe aid on them was fixed in 
the Constitution. If he apprehended a poll tax on 
negroes, the Constifution had prevented it. For, by 
the census, where a white man paid ten shillings, @ 
negro paid but six shillings. For the exemptio-: of 
two-fifths of them reduced it to that proportion. 

Mr. Henry said, in this State there are 236,000 
blacks, and there are many in several other States. 
But there are few or nove in the northern States, 
and yet if the northern States shall be of opinion, 
that our numbers are numberless, they may call forth 
every national r e. May Congress not say, 
that every blackman must fight? Did we not seea 
little of this war? We were not so hard pushed, 
as to make emancipation general, But acts of as- 
sembly passed, that every slave who wou! fe to 
the army should be free. Another thing will con- 
tribute to bring this.event about—slavery is detest- 
ed—we feel its fatal effects—we deplore it with all 
the pity of humanity. Let all these considerations, 
at some future period, press with full force on the 
minds of Congress. Let that urbanity, which I trust 
will distinguish America, and the necessity of na- 
tional defence, let all these things operate on their 
minds ; they wil] search that paper, and see if they 
have power of manumission. And have they not, 
sir? Have they not power to provide for the gener- 
al defence and welfare? May they not think that 
these cal] for the abolition of slavery? May not 
they pronounce al! slaves free, and will they not be 
warranted by that power? ‘TI'here is no ambiguous 
implication, or logical deduction. The paper speaks 
to the point. They have the power in clear anequivo- 
cal terms ; and will clearly and certainly exercise it, 
As much as I deplore slavery, I see that prudence 
forbids ita abolition. I-deny that the general gov- 
ernment onght to set them free, because a decided 
majority of the States have not the ties of sympathy 
and fellow-feeling for those whose interest would be 
affected by their emancipation. The majority of 
Congress is to the North, and the slaves are to the 
South: In this situation, | see a great deal of the 
property of the people of Virginia in jeopardy, and 
their peace and tranquillity gone away. J! repeat it 
again, that it would rejoice my very soul, that every 
one of my fellow-beings were emancipated. As we 
ought with gratitude to admire that decree of heaven, 
which has numbered us among the free, we ought to 
lament and deplore the necessity of ising our fel- 
low-men in bondage. But is it practicable by any 
human means, to liberate them, without producing 
the most dreadfn! and ruinous consequences? We 
ought to possess them in the manner we have inher- 
ited them from our ancestors, as their manumission 
is incompatible with the felicity of the country. 
But we ought to soften, as much as possible, the 
rigor of their unhappy fate. I know that in a varie- 
ty of particular instances, the legislature, listening 
to complaints, have admitted their emancipation. 
Let me not dwell on this subject. I will only add, 
that this, as well as every other property of the peo- 
ple of Virginia, is in jeopardy, and put in the hands 
of those who have no similarity of situation with us. 
This is a local matter, and I can see no propriety in 
subjecting it to Congress. 

Gov. Randolph said, that honorable gentleman, 
and some others, have insisted that the abolition of 
slavery will result from it, and at the same time have 
complained, that itencourages its continuation. The 
inconsistency proves in some degree, the futility of 
their arzunents. Butif % be not conctusive, to 
satisfy the committee that there is no danger of en- 
franchitsement taking place, I beg leave to refer them 
to the paper itself. I hope that there is none here, 
who considering the subject in the calm light of phi- 
losophy, will advance an objection dishonorable to 
Virginia; that at the moment they are securing the 
rights of their citizens, an objection is started that 
there is a spark of hope, that those unfortunate men 
now held in bondage, may, by the operation of the 
general government, be made free. But if any gen- 
Ueman be terrified by this aperehensoe, let him 
read the system. I ask, and I will ask again and 
again, till I be gnswered (not by declamation) where 
is the part that has a tendency to the abolition of 
slavery ? Is it the clause which says, that ‘ the mi- 
gration or importation of such persons as any of the 
States now existing, shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by Congress prior to the year 
1808?’ This is an exception from the power of 
regulating commerce, and the restriction is only to 
continue till 1808. Then Congress can, by the ex- 
ercise of that power, prevent future importations ; 
but does it affect the existing state of slavery? 
Were it right here to mention what passed in con- 
vention on the occasion, 1 might tell you that the 
southern States, even South Carolina herself, con- 
ceived this property to be secure by these words. I 
believe, whatever we may think here, that there was 
not a member of the Virginia delegation who had 
the smallest suspicion of the abolition of slavery. 
Go to their meaning. Point out the clause where 
this formidable power of emancipation is inserted. 
But another clause of the Constitution proves the ab- 
surdity of the supposition. The words of the clause 
are, ‘ No person held to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 
in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
discharged from such service or labor; but shall be 
delivereé up on claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor may be due.’ Every one knows 
that slaves are held to service and labor. And when 
authority is given to owners of slaves to vindicate 
their property, can it be supposed they can be de- 
prived of it? If a citizen of this State, in conse- 
quenee of this clause, can take away his runaway 
slave in Maryland, can it be seriously thought, that 
after taking him and bringing him home; he could be 
made free ? 

I observed that the honorable gentleman’s propo- 
sition comes in a truly questionable shape, and is 
still more extraordinary and unaccountable for anoth- 
er consideration; that although we went article 
by article through the Constitution, and although we 
did not expect a general review of the subject, (as a 
most comprehensive view had been taken of it, be- 
fore it was regularly debated,) yet we are carried 
back to the clause giving that dreadful power for the 
general welfare. Pardon me if I remind you of the 
true state of that business. I appeal to the candor of 
the honorable gentleman, and if he thinks it an im- 
proper appeal, I ask the gentlemen here, whether 
there be a general indefinite power of providing for 
the general welfare? The power is, ‘to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 
debts and provide for the common defence and gen- 
eral welfare.’ So that they can only raise money b 
these means, in order to provide for the general wee 
fare. No man who reads it can say it is general, ag 
the honorable t 
violate every rule of construction and common sense 
if you sever it from the power of raising money and 
annex it to any thing else, in order to make it that 
formidable power which it is represented to be, 

Mr. Madison said— 

I wee er, nub Pr when ry cept him ex- 
press himself alarmed with respect to emancipa- 
tion of slaves. Let me ask, if they would pore. 
tempt it, if it will not be an contretien of power? 
There is no power to warrant it, in that paper. If 
there be, I know it not. But why should it be done ? 
Says the honorable gentleman, for the general wel- 
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NORTH CAROLINA CONVENTION. 
ape first three clauses of the second section 

rea 

_ Mr. Goudy—Mr. Chairman, this clause of taxa- 
tion will give an advantage to some States over 
the others. It will be oppressive to the southern 
States. Taxes are equal to our representation, To 
augment our taxes and increase our burthens, our 
negroes are to be represented, Ifa State has fifty 
thousand negroes, she is to. send one representative 
for them. I wish not to be represented with negroes, 
meggcieliy if it increases my burthens, 

r. Davie—Mr. Chairman, I will endeavor to ob- 
viate what the gentleman last up has said. L. wonder 
to see gentlemen so precipitate and hasty on-a sub- 
ject of such awful importance. It ought to be con- 
erode that some of us are slow of nsion, 
not i 4 t cone! e ptions,and Peete uminous un- 
dersta of which other gentlemen may be pos- 
sessed. e gentleman ‘does not wish to be rep- 
resented with negroes,’ This, sir, is an unhappy 
species of population, but we cannot at present alter 
their situation. The eastern States had great jeal- 
ousies on this subject. They insisted that their 
cows and horses were equally entitled to representa- 
tion; that the one was property as well as the other. 
It became our duty on the one hand, to acquire as 
much weight as possible in the Jegislation of the 
Union ; and as the northern States were more popu- _ 
lous in whites, this only could be done by insisting 
that a certain proportion of our slaves should make 
a part of the computed population. It was attempted 
to form a rale of representation from a compound 
ratio of wealth and population ; but, on consideration, 
it was found impracticable to determine the compa- 
rative value of lands, and other property, in 80 ex- 
tensive a territory, with any degree of accuracy ; 
and population alone was adopted as the only prac- 
ticable rule or criterion of representation. ie was 
urged by the deputies of the eastern States, that a 
representation of two-fifths would be of little utility, 
and that their entire representation would be un- 
equal and burthensome ; that in time of war slaves 
rendered a country more vulnerable, while its de- 
fence devolved upon its free inhabitants. On the 
other hand; we insisted that in time of peace, they 
contributed by their labor to the general wealth as 
well as other members of the community; that as 
rational beings they had a right of representation, 
and in some instances might be highly useful in 
war. On these principles, the eastern States gave 
the matter up, and consented to the regulation as it 
has been read. I hope these reasons will appear 
satisfactory. It is the same rule or principle which 
was proposed some years ago by Congress, and as- 
sented to by twelve of the States. It may wound 
the delicacy of the gentleman from Guilford, [Mr. 
Goudy,] but I hope he will endeavor to accommo- 
date his feelings to the interests and circumstances 
of his country. 

Mr. James Galloway said, that he did not object 
to the representation of negroes, so much as he did 
to the fewness of the number of representatives. He 
was surprised how we came to have but five, inclu- 
ding those intended to represent negroes; that in 
his opinion North Carolina was entitled to that 
number independent of the negroes. 

First clause of the 9th section read. 

Mr. J. M’Dowall wished to hear the reasons of 
this restriction. 

Mr. Spaight answered that there was a contest be- 
tween northern and southern States—that the 
southern States, whose principal support depended 
on the labor of slaves, would not consert to the de- 
sire of the northern States to exclude the importa- 
tion of slaves absolutely—that South Carolina and 
Georgia insisted on this clause, as they were now 
in want of hands to cultivate their lands—that inthe 
course of twenty years they would he fully sup- 
plied—that the trade would be abolished then, and 
that in the mean time some tax or duty might be 
laid on. 

Mr. M’Dowall replied, that the explanation was 
just such as he expected, and by no means satisfac- 
tory to him, and that he looked upon it as a very 
objectionable part of the system. 

_ Mr. Iredell— Mr. Chairman, I rise to express sen- 
timents similar to those of the gentleman from Cra- 
ven. For my part, were it practicable to put an 
end to the importation of slaves immediately, it would 
give me the greatest pleasure, for it certainly isa 
trade utterly inconsistent with the rights of human- 
ity, and under which great cruelties have been ex- 
ercised. Wher the entire abolition of slavery takes 
place, it will be an event which must be pleasing to 
every generous mind, and every friend of human na- 
ture; but we often wish for things which are not 
attainable. It was the wish of a t majority of 
the Convention to put an end to the trade immedi- 
ately, butthe States of South Carolina and Georgia 
would not agree to it. Consider then what would 
be the difference between our present situation in 
this respect, if we do not agree to the Constitution, 
and what it will be if we doa toit If wedo 
not agree to it, do we remedy evil? No, Sir, we 
do not; for if the Constitution be not adopted, it 
will be in the power of every State to continue it 
forever. ‘They may or may not abolish it at discre 
tion. But if we adopt the Constitution, the trade 
must cease after twenty years, if Congress declare 
it so, whether particular States please so or not: 
surely, then, we gain-by it. - This was the utmost 
that could be obtained. I heartily wish more could 
have been done. But as it is, this government is 
nobly distinguished above others by that very 
vision. Where is there another country in ‘ahich 
such a restriction prevails? We, therefore, Sir, set 
an example of humanity, by providing for the aboli- 
tion of this inhuman traffic, though at a distant pe- 
riod, I therefore, that this part; of the Con- 
stitution will not be condemned because it has not 
stipulated for what it was impracticable to obtain. 
Mr. Spaight further explained the clause. That 
the limitation of this trade to the term of twenty 
years, was a compromise between the eastern States 
and the southern States. South Carolina and Geor- 
gia wished to extend the term. The eastern States 
insisted on the entire abolition of the trade. That 
the State of North Carolina had not thought proper 
to pass any law prohibiting the importation of slaves, 
and therefore its delegation in the Convention did 
not think themselves authorized to contend for an 
immediate prohibition of it. 


wish to see this abominable trade put an 
But in case it be proper to cuntinue thia 
abominable traffic for twenty years, yet I do not 
wish to see the tax on the importation extended to 
all persons whatsoever. Our situation is different 


» to encourage foreigners to come. 
With respect to the abolitionof slavery, . 
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will observe the distinction between the two words 
migration and importation. The firet part of the 
clause will extend to persons who come into the 
country as free people, or are brought as slaves, 
but the last part extends to slaves only. The word 
migration refers to free persons ; but the word tm- 
portation refers to slaves, becouse free people can- 
not be said to be imported. The tax, therefore, is 
only to be laid on slaves who are imported, and not 
on free persons who migrate. I further beg leave to 
say, that the gentlemah {8 mistaken in another thipg. 
He seems to say that this extends to the abolition of 
slavery. Is there any thing in thie Constitution 
which seys that Congress shal! have it in their pow- 
er to abolish the slayery of those slaves who are 
new in the country ? There is another circumstance 
to be observed. There is no authority vested in 
Congress to restrain the States in the interval of 


twenty yearg, from doing what they please. If they 
wish to inhi h importation, they may do so. 
Our next @ ly may put an entire end to the im- 


portation of slaves. 

Article foarth. The first section and two first 
clauses of the second section read without observa- 
tion. 

The last clause read— 

Mr. Iredell] begged leave to explain the reason of 
this clause. In some of the northern States, they 
have emancipated all their slaves. If any of our 
slaves, said he, go there and remain there a certain 
time, they would, by the present laws, be entitled to 
their freedom, so that their masters could not get 
them again. This would be extremely prejudicial 
to the inhabitants of the southern States, and to pre- 
vent it, this clause is inserted in the Constitution. 
Though the word slave be not mentioned, this is the 
meaning of it. The northern delegates, owing to 
their peculiar scruples on tlre subject of slavery, did 
not choose the word slate to be mentioned. 

The rest of the fourth article read without any 
observation. 

7 * 7 « * 


It is however to be observed, (said Mr. Iredell,) 
that the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section 
of the first article, are protected from any alteration 
till the year 1808; and in order that no consolida- 
tion should take place, it is provided, that no State 
shall, by any amendment or alteration, be ever de- 
prived of an equal suffrage in the Seaate without its 
own consent. The two first prohibitions are with 
respect to the census, according to which airect 
taxes are imposed, and with respect to the importa- 
tion of slaves. As to the first, it must be observed, 
that there is a materia) difference between the 
northern and southera States. The northern States 
have been much longer settled, and are much fuller 
of people than the southern, but have not land in 
equal proportion, nor scarcely any slaves, The sub- 
ject of this article was regulated with great difficul- 
ty, and by a spirit of concession which it would not 
be prudent to disturb for a good many years. In 
twenty years there will probably be a great altera- 
tion, and then the subject may be considered with 
less difficulty, and greater coolness. In the mean 
time, the compromise was upon the best footing that 
could'be obtained. A compromise took place with 
regard to the importation of slaves. It is probable 
that all the members reprobated this inhuman traffic, 
but those of South Carolina and Georgia would not 
consent tu an immediate probibition of it; one rea- 
son of which was, that during'the last war they lost 
a vast number of negroes, which loss they wish to 
supply. In the mean time, ‘it is ‘left'to the States to 
admit or prohibit the importation, and ‘Congress may 
impose a limited duty upon it. 





Memorial of the Society of Friends to Congress 
on the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

In order to throw additional light on the views en- 
tertained ef the design and spicit of the Federal Con- 
stitution by Congress, soon after its adoption, we copy 
the following sketch of a ‘debate which arose in the 
U. 8. House of Representatives, March, 1790, ‘on 
committing the Memorial of the Quakers on she Slave 
Trade.’ 
Madison, Stierman, Baldwin, &c. were members of 
the Convention witch framed and adapted the Consti- 
tution. 


It will be rémembered that Messrs, Gerry, 


Mr. Tucker said he conceived the memorial to be 
so glaring an interference with the Constitution, that 
he had hoped the house would not have given so 
much countenance to a request so improper in itself. 
He was sorry that the society had discovered so lit- 
Ue prudence in their memorial, a3 to wish that Con- 
gress should intermeddle in the internal regulations 
of the particular States. He hoped the petition 
would not be committed, as it would operate directly 
against the interest of those it was designed to ben- 
elit. This isa business that may be attended with 
the most serious consequences—it may end in a 
subversion of the government, being a direct attack 
on the rights and property of the seuthern States. 
He ther enquired what satisfaction was to be made 
to the proprietors of slaves—he behieved it was not 
in the power of the States to make indemnification 
for the loss that would attend emancipation: he rep- 
robated the interposition of the society, and denied 
that they possessed any more humanity than other 
denominations, 

Mr. Gerry replied to Mr. Tucker, and desired the 
gentleman to point out any part of the memorial 
which proposed that the Legislature should infringe 
or the Constitution. For his part, he heard nothing 
read that had such a tendency; its only object was, 
that Congress should exert their constitutional au- 
thority to abate the horrors of slavery so far as they 
could. He hoped the petition would be committed 
—indeed he considered that all altercation on the 
subject of commitment was at an end, as the House 
had essentially determined that it should be com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Burke reprobated the commitment, as subver- 
sive of the Constitution, as sounding an alarm, and 
blowing the trumpet of sedition in the southern 
States. He should oppose the business totally, and 
if chosen on the committee, he should decline serv- 
ing. 

Sar. Scott was in favor of the commitment. 

Mr. Jackson was opposed to it, and painted in 
strong colors the alarming consequences to be ap- 
prehended from taking up the business; revolt, in- 
surrection, and devastation, and concluded by an ob- 
servation similar to Mr. Burke’s. 

Mr. Sherman could see no difficulty in committing 
the memorial ; the committee may odring in such a 
report as may prove satisfactory to gentlemen on all 
sides. 

Mr. Baldwin referred to the principles of accom- 
modation which prevailed at the time of forming the 
government. ‘I‘hose mutual concessions which then 
took place, gave us a Constitution which was to en- 
sure the peace and the equal rights and properties 
of the various States; and to prevent all infraction 
of the rights in this particular instance, they preclud- 
ed themselves by an express stipulation from all inter- 
position in the slave trade. Congress are not called 
upon to declare their sentiments upon this occasion ; 
they cannot constitutionally interfere in the business. 
He deprecated the consequences of such a measure 
in very forcible terms, and hoped the House would 
proceed no further in the investigation of the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Smith, (S. C.) recurring to the memorials, ob- 
served, that Congress could not constitutionally in- 
terfere in the business, upon the prayer of the me- 
morialists, as that went to an entire abolition of 
slavery: it could not, therefore, with propriety, be 
referred to a conmmittee. 

In tne southern States, difficulties on this account 
had arisen ia respect to the ratification of the Con- 
stitution, and except their apprehensions on this head 
had been dissipated by their property being secured 
and guaranteed to them by the Constituticn itself, 
they never could have adopted it. He then depict- 
ed the miseries that would result from the interfer- 
ence of Congress in the southern governments—he 
asserted as his opinion, that if there were no slaves 
in the southern States, they woud be entirely de- 
populated ; from the nature of the country, it could 
not be cultivated without them ; their proprietors are 
persons of as much humanity as the inhabitants of 
any part of the continent: they are as conspicuous 
for their morale as any of their neighbors, 


He then asserted, that the Quakers are a society 
not known to the laws; that they stand in exactly 
the same situation with other religious societies: 
their memorial relates toa matter in which they are 
no more interested than any other sect whatever ; 
and it must therefore be considered in the light of 
advice: and is it customary to refer a piece of ad- 
vice to @ committee? He then contrasted this me- 
morial with one which might be presented from the 
sect called shaking Quakers, whose principles and 
practices are represented in @ very exceptional point 
of lights nae asked whether oeuvres would pay 
any ai ion to suc’ memorial. He hoped 
memorial would see be ene 
neped thef the te : oon b Biaed va f fea 

at the benevolent of the respectable 
memorialists would not be frustrated at the thresh- 





hold, so far as to preclude a fair discussion of the 
prayer of their memorial. He observed, that they 
do not apply for a total abolition of slavery. They 
only request that such measures may Se taken, con- 
sistent with the Constitution, as may finally issue in 
the total abolition of the slave trade. He could not 
conceive that the apprehensions entertained by the 
gentlemen from Georgia and South Carolina, were 
well founded, as they respected the proposed inter- 
ference of Congress. 

Mr. Madison observed that it was his opinion yes- 
terday, that the best way to proceed in the business 
was to commit the memorial without debate on the 
subject. From what has taken place, he was more 
convinced of the propriety of the idea; but, as the 
business has engaged the attention of many mem- 
bers, and much has been said by gentlemen, he 
would offer a few observations for the consideration 
of the House. He then entered into a critical re- 
view of the circumstances respecting the adoption 
of the Constitution ; the ideas upon the limitation of 
the powers of Congress to interfere in the regula- 
tions of commerce in slaves, and shewing that they 
were not precluded from interposing in their impor- 
tation; and generally, to regulate the mode in which 
every species of business shall be transacted. He 
adverted to the western country, and the cession of 
Georgia, in which Congress have certainly the pow- 
er to regulate the subject of slavery; which shews 
that gentlemen are mistaken in supposing that Con- 
gress cannot constitutionally interfere in the busi- 
ness in any degree whatever. He was in favor of 
committing the petition, and justified the measure, 
by repeated precedents in the proceedings of the 

ouse. 

Mr. Gerry entered into a justification of the inter- 
ference of Congress, as being fully compatible with 
the Constitution. He descanted on the miseries to 
which the Africans are subjected by this traffic, and 
said that he never contemplated this subject without 
reflecting what his own feelings would be in case 
himself, his children, or friends, were placed in the 
same deplorable circumstances. He then adverted 
to the flagrant acts of cruelty which are committed 
in carrying on that traffic, and asked whether it can 
be supposed that Congress has no power to prevent 
such transactions as far as ible. He thea refer- 
red tothe Constitution, and pointed out the restric- 
tions laid on the general government respecting the 
importation of slaves. It is not, he presumed, in the 
contemplation of any gentleman in this House, to 
violate that part of the Constitution; but, that we 
have a right to regulate this business, is as clear as 
that we have any rights whatever: nor has the con- 
trary been shewn by any person who has spoken on 
the occasion. Congress can, agreeably to the Con- 
stitution, lay a duty of ten dollars a head on slaves: 
they may do this immediately. He made a calcula- 
tion of the value of the slaves in the southern States. 
He supposed they might be worth about ten million 
of dollars. Congress have a right, if they see prop- 
er, to make a proposal to the southern States to pur- 
chase the whole of them; and their resources in the 
western country may furnish them with means. He 
did not mean to suggest a measure of this kind: he 
only instanced these particulars to show that Con- 
ote certainly have a right to intermeddle in this 

usiness. He thought that no objections had been 
offered of any force to prevent the committing of the 
memorial. 

Mr. Boudinot was in favor of the commitment, and 
enlarged on the idea suggested by Mr. Gerry, and 
observed that the memorial contained only a request, 
that Congress would interfere their authority in the 
cause of humanity and mercy. 

Mr. Gerry and Mr. Stone severally spoke again 
on the subject: the latter gentleman in opposition to 
the commitment said, that this memorial was a thing 
of course, for there never was a society of any con- 
siderable extent which did not interfere with the 
concerns of other people, and this interference has 
at one time or other deluged the world with blood 
—on this principle he was opposed to the commit- 
ment. 


Mr. Tucker moved to modify the first paragraph 
by striking out all the words after the word opinion, 
and to insert the following: thatthe several memo- 
riais proposed to the consideration of this House, a 
subject on which its interference would be uncon- 
stitutional, and evea its deliberation is highly inju- 
rious to some of the States in the Union. 

Mr. Jackson rose and observed that he‘had been 
silent on the subject of the reports coming before the 
committee, because he wished the principles of the 
resolutions to be examined fairly, and to be decided 
on their true grounds. He was against the proposi- 
tions generally, and would examine the policy, the 
justice and use of them, and he hoped if he could 
make them appear in the same light to others as they 
did to him by fair argument, that the gentlemen in 
opposition were not so determined in their apinione 
as not to give up their present sentiments. 

With respect to the policy of the measure, the 
situation of the slaves here. Their situation in their 
native States, and the disposal of them in case of 
emancipation, should be considered. That slavery 
was an evil habit, he did not mean to controvert; 
but that habit was already established, and there 
were peculiar situations in countries which rendered 
that habit necessary. Such situations the States of 
South Carolina and‘Georgia were in—large tracts 
of the most fertile lands on the continent remained 
uncultivated for the want of population. It was fre- 
quently advanced ‘on the floor of Congress, how un- 
healthy those climates were, and how impossible it 
was for northern constitutions to exist there. What, 
he asked, is to be done with this uncultivated terri- 
tory? is it toremaina waste? Is the rice trade to 
be banished from oar coasts? Are Congress willing to 
deprive themselves of the revenue arising from that 
trade, and which is daily increasing, and to throw 
this great advantage into the hands of other coun- 
tries ? 

Let us examine the use or the benefit of the reso- 
lutions contained in the report. I call upon gentle- 
men to give me one single instance in which they 
can be of service. They are of no use to Congress. 
The powers of that body are already defined, and 
those powers cannot be amended, confirmed or di- 

inished by ten th d resolutions. Is not the first 
proposition of the report fully contained in the Con- 
stitution ? Is not that the guide and rule of this Leg- 
islature. A multiplicity of laws is reprobated in any 
society, and tend but to confound and perplex. How 
strange would a law appear which was to confirm a 
law; and how much more strange must it appear for 
this body to pass resolutions to confirm the Consti- 
tution under which they sit! This is the case with 
others of the resolutions. 

A gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Stone,) very 
properly observed that the Union had received the 
different States with all their ill habits about them. 
This was one of these habits established long before 
the Constitution, and could not now be remedied. 
He begged Congress to reflect on the number on the 
continent who were opposed to this Constitution, 
and on the number which yet remained in the south- 
ern States. The violation of this compact they 
would seize'on with avidity ; they would make a 
handle of it to cover their designs against the gov- 
ernment,and many good federalists who would be 
injured by the measure, would be induced to join 
them: his heart was truly federal, and it hadfalways 
been so, and he wished - Aan designs frustrated. He 
begged Congress to beware before they went too 
far: he called on them to attend to the interest of 
two whole States, as well as to the memorials of a 
society of Quakers, who came forward to blow the 
trumpet of sedition, and to destroy that Constitution 
which they had not in the least contributed by per- 
sonal service or supply to establish. 

He seconded Mr. Tucker’s motion. 

Mr. Smith of S. C, said, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Gerry,) had declared that it was the 
opinion of the select committee of which he was a 
member, that the memorial from the Pennsylvania 
society required Congress to violate the Constitu- 
tion. te was not less astonishing to see Dr. Franklin 
taking the lead in a business which looks so moch 
like a persecution of the southern inhabitants, when 
he recollected the parable he had written some time 
ago with a view of shewing the im of one 





set of men persecuting others for a difference of j 


vpinion. The parable was to this effect : an old 
traveller, hungry and weary, applied to the patriarch 
Abraham for a night’s ng. In conversation, 
Abraham discovered that the soneer differed with 
hint on religious points, and turned bim out of doors. 
In the night God appeared unto Abraham, and said, 
where is the stranger ? Abraham anewered, I found 


the patriarch : Have I borne with bh 
and ten y 
one night ? 


of Mr. S. but could not agree that the clanse in the 
Constitution relating to the waut of power in Con- 
gress ‘o prohibit the importation of such ns as 
any of the States; now eristing, shall think proper to 
admit, prior to the year 1808, and authorizing @ ta\ 
or duty on such importation not exceeding ten dol- 
lars for each person, did not extend to negro slaves. 
Candor required that he should acknowledge that 
this was the express dexign of the Constitution, and 
therefore Congress cou!d not interfere in prohibiting 
the importation or promoting the emancipation of 
them, prior to that period. Mr. Boudinot observed, 
that he was well informed that the tax or duty of ten 
dollars was provided, instead of the 5 per cent. ad 
valorem, and was expressly understood by all parties 
ir, the Convention ; that therefore it was the interest 
und duty of Congress to impose this tax, or it would 
not be doing justice to the States, or equalizing the 
duties throughout the Union. If this was not done, 
merchants might bring their whole capitals into this 
branch of trade, and save paying any duties what- 
ever. Mr. Boudinot observed, that the gentleman 
had overlooked the prophecy of St. Peter, where he 
foretelis that among other damnable heresies, 
‘Through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you.’ [Memorial re- 


jected. | 


Speech of Mr. Hayne on the Panama Mission. 

In the same volumes, (published at Washington in 
1830, by Jonathan Eltiot,) from which we have taken 
the Debates on the Federal Constitution, we find the 
following report of the speech of Mr. Hayne of 8. C. 
in the U. 8. Senate in 1826, on the Panama Mission, 
as connected with the subject of slavery. Mark well 
its language and spirit. 





Senate, March, 1826. 

Mr. Hayne. The question of slavery is one, in all 
its bearings, of extreme delicacy; and concerving 
which, | know of but a single wise and safe rule, 
either for the States in which it exists, or for the 
Union. It must be considered and treated entirely 
aS a DOMESTIC QUESTION. With respect to foreign 
nations, the language of the United States ought to 
be. that it concerns the peace of our own political 
family, and therefore we cannot permit it to be 
touched ; and in respect to the slaveholding States, 
the only safe and constitutional ground on which 
they can stand, is, that they will not permit it to be 
brought into question, either by their sister States, 
ot by the federal government. It is a matter for 
ourselves. To touch it at all, is to violateour most 
sacred rights—to put in jeopardy our dearest inter- 
ests—the peace of our country—the safety of our 
families, our altars, and our firesides. Sir! on the 
question of our slave institutions, so often incidental- 
ly mentioned, I will take this opportunity, once for 
all, to declare, in a few words, ny own feelings and 
opinions. It is a subject to which I always advert 
with extreme reluctance, and never, except when 
it is forced upon me. On the present occasion, the 
subject has been forced upon our con<ideration, and 
when called upon to give my sanction to the discus- 
sion by our ministers, (in connection with a foreign 
Congress, of questions so intimately connected with 
the welfare of those whom I represent, I cannot con- 
sent to be silent. On the slave question, my opinion 
is this: I consider our rights in that species of prop- 
erty as not even open to discussion, either here or 
elsewhere ; and in respect to our duties, (imposed by 
our situation,) we are not to be taught them by fa- 
natics, religious or political. ‘To ca!l into question 
our rights, is grossly to violute them—to attempt to 
instruct us on this subject, is to insult us—to dare 
to assail our institutions, is wantonly to invade our 
peace. Let me solemnly declare, once for all, that 
the southern States never will permit, and never can 
permit, any interference whatever in their domestic 
concerns; and that the very day on which the un- 
hallowed attempt shall be made by.the authorities 
of the federal government, we will consider ourselves 
as driver fromthe Union. Let the consequences be 
what they may, they never can be worse than such 
as must inevitably result from suffering a rash and 
ignorant interference with our domestic peace and 
tranquillity, But while I make these declarations, I 
must be permitted to add, that I apprehend no such 
violation of our constitutional rights. I believe that 
this House is not disposed, and that the great body 
of our inteliigent and patriotic fellow-citizens in the 
other States, have no inclination whatever to interfere 
with us. ‘There are parties indeed, composed, some 
of them of fanatics, and others of political aspirants, 
who are attempting, vainly I hope, to turn the cur- 
rent of popular opinion against us. ‘These men have 
done us much harm already, and seem still fatally 
bent upon mischief. But if we are true to ourselves, 
we will have nothing to fear. Now, sir, if it is the 
policy of the States not to suffer this great question 
to be touched by the federal government, surely it 
must be the policy of this government, exercising a 
paternal care over every member of the political 
family, not to suffer foreign nations to interfere with 
it. Itis their imperative duty to shun discussion 
with them—and to avoid all treaty stipulations what- 
ever, on any point connected directly, or remotely, 
with this great question. It is a subject of too deli- 
cate a nature—too vitally interesting to us—to be 
discussed abroad. On this subject, we committed 
an error when we entered into treaties with Great 
Britain and Colombia, for the suppression of the 
slave trade. That error has been happily corrected. 
The first treaty has failed, and the second was near- 
ly unanimously rejected by this body. Our policy 
then is now firmly fixed—our course is marked out. 
With nothing connected with slavery, can we con- 
sent totreat with other nations—and, least of all, 
—_ we to touch the question of the independence 
of Hayti, in conjunction with revolutionary govern- 
ernments, whose own history affords an example 
scarcely less fatal to our repose. Those govern- 
ments have proclaimed the principles of ‘ liberty and 
equality, and have marched to victory under the 
banner of ‘ universal emancipation.’ You find men 
of color at the head of their armies, in their legisla- 
tive halls, and in their executive departments. ‘hey 
are looking to Hayti, even now, with feelings of the 
strongest confraternity ; and show, by the very doc- 
uments before us, that they acknowledge her to be 
independent, at the very moment when it is manifest 
to all the world beside, that she has resumed her 
colonial subjection to France. Sir, it is altogether 
hopeless that we could, if we would, prevent the ac- 
knowledgment of Haytien independence by the 
Spanish American States; and I am constrained to 
add, that 1 must doubt, from the instruments to be 
employed by our government, whether they mean to 
attempt to do so. We are to send, it seems, an hon- 
est and respectable man, but a distinguished advo- 
cate of the Missouri restriction—an acknowledged 
abolitionist—to plead the cause of the South, at the 
Congress of Panama. Our policy, with regard to 
Hayti, is plain. We never can acknowledge her in- 
dependence. Other States will do as they please— 
but het as take the high ground, that these questions 
belong to a class, which the peace and safety of a 
large portion of our Union forbid us even to discuss. 
Let our government direct all our ministers in South 
America and Mexico, to protest against the inde- 
pendence of Hayti. But let us not go into council 
on the slave trade and Hayti. These ard subjects 
not to be discussed any where. There is not a na- 
tion on the globe with whom I would consult on that 
subject—and, least of all, the new republics. 





From the Washington Globe. 
Henry Clay and Cassius M. Clay. 
Sueiervitte, Aug. 23, 1844. 

Sir: I have this morning read a letter of C. M. 
Clay, Esq., of July 10, 1844, addressed to Col. J. J. 
Speed, of Ithaca, N. Y., in respouse to an invitation 
to visit that State, and address mass meetings of the 

ple. The letter will be found published in the 
ew-York Tribune, vol. 3, No. —, August 17, 1844. 
That letter, written as it is in the vigorous style of 
its talented author, ought to be published in every 
paper, Whig or Democrat, in Kentucky. Afier as- 
signing his reasons for not complying with the in- 
vitation received by him—which are, that public and 
private duties call him elsewhere—Mr. Clay pro- 


pondence with both whigs and liberty men is most 
extensive. 
of the whigs 


regard no aristocracy in Europe 
so coercive and anti-republican as southern slavehold- 


ide, Polk, 
and Texas; ; Union, and 
. If we cannot beat on such issues, then let 
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us fall ; and in our fall we will be oan gearing? | 
the good forever. Can it be ible that, while Mr. 
slave Slates, which 


States 

was before doubtful? Mr. Clay and his friends have 
taken high and holy ground. We must raise the 
war-cry, soul-stirring as the great questions at issue 
are expansive and lasting in their consequences for 
good or evil. * * * Slavery or liberty is to be 
determined in some sort this coming election—not| 
the liberty of the black only, but of the white also. 
I do not mean to say that Mr. Clay is an emanci 
tionist; but | BELIEVE HIS FEELI 


mass of the whigs are, or ought to Ba anticlavece® 


T have copied from Mr. Clay’s letter thus far, 
omitting some passages that do not vary from the 
principles he avows and the developments he makes. 

I cannot copy all the letter; but [ cannot omit 
this part of it. He says: 


‘Ten years I have labored silently and cautiously 
in this cause.’ 


Now, however repugnant to many citizens of Ken- 
tucky may be the sentiments which Mr. C. M. Clay 
avows that he entertains upon this most serious 
question, I think that all must admire his candor. 
But he has certainly permitted his present enthusi- 
asm in the cause of anti-slavery and against Texas, 
to have erased from the pages of his memory, or 
overwhelmed them, one striking, and to me, memo- 
rable incident in the history of his life. It is a truth, 
that C. M. Clay, Esq., was the very first man in this 
Union, who, to my knowledge, proposed the annex- 
ation of the ‘republic of Texas’ to this Union, and 
that, too, within the last ‘ten be By referring 
to page 47, of the journal of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Kentucky for the session of 1837-8, 
you and all others may read a series of resolutions 
offered by that gentleman, written in a style of com- 
position that cannot be excelled, — that 
Texas ought to be annexed to the Union, I write 
in haste; the stage will soon arrive, and I must 
conclude with this only remark—that it is a sub- 
ject of regret with me that Mr. C. M. Clay did 
not choose some other occasion to raise the war-cry 
against Texas and slavery, than a contest among 
the people of this Union upon an election between 
Polk, Dallas, and Texas, and Clay, Frelinghuysen, 
and anti-slavery. 

Yours, &c., 
‘ JAMES C. SPRIGG. 


We append the resolutions referred to in the 
above letter. 

Mr. C. M. Clay read and Jaid on the table the fol- 
lowing preamble and joint resolutions : 


Whereas, the republic of Texas has declared her- 
self independent of the government of Mexico, and 
is now, de facto, in possession of the land claimed 
to be within her boundaries ; and whereas, she has, 
through her accredited minister plenipotentiary near 
the government of the United States of America, 
made formal proposals to be admitted into the Union 
of these States ; 

1. Therefore, be it resolved by the General As- 
sembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, That we 
look upon our Anglo-Saxon brethren of ‘Texas with 
feelings of profound interest and sympathy. 

2. Resolved, That we avow the right of two or 
more independent nations to unite themselves under 
one governmert for their mutual protection and hap- 
piness, and that union is in accordance with the laws 
of nature and nations. 

3. Resolved, That Texas being in possession of 
the territory claimed by her, and ina state of qui- 
etude, and under an organized government, is, and 
of right of ought to be, an independent nation. 

4, Resolved, That the power to receive ‘new 
States’ into this Union is expressly granted by the 
Constitution of the United States, and in accordance 
with the practice of our government. 

5. Resolved, That the admission of ‘ new States’ 
into our Union has realized the anticipations of the 
most sanguine, and added increased strength and 
splendor to our federal government. 

6. Resolved, That the confederated representative 
overnment, like that of the United States, is suita- 
le to an indefinate space and population, and that 

experience warrants us in the assertion that a whole 
continent is not too large for its useful action. 

7. Resolved, That the admission of Texas into 
our Union is expedient and desirable, thereby di- 
minishing the expenses of peace, and lessening the 
chances of war—giving us wealth and population at 
home, and elevating us among foreign nations. 

8. Resolved, That we are vitally attached to the 
union of these States, and look with pride to their 
legitimate extension, ‘North’ or ‘South, and that 
we deem their dissolution the greatest possible po- 
litical calamity. 

9. Resolved, That we are not unconscious of the 
difficulties touching this great question, at home and 
abroad ; that we would sacrifice much for amity at 
home ; but standing upon the firm ground of natural 
and national rights, we defy dictation from abroad, 
and will meet the result as becomes a free people. 

10. Resolved, That a copy of the above resolu- 
tions be forwarded by the Governor to our Repre- 
sentatives and Senators in Congress, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


* The following is Henry Clay's emphatic rejoinder 
to this illusory letter of Cassius M. Clay. It speaks 
volumes. 

From the Lexington, (Ky.) Observer. 
Important Letter from Henry Clay. 


Asuianp, September 2, 1844. 
Mr. Wickuirre: 

The editor of a neighvoring print, (the Kentucky 
Gazette, of Lexington,) calling my attention to a let- 
ter of C. M. Clay, Esq. under date of the 10th of Ju- 
ly, 1844, and addressed to Colonel J. J. Speed, of 
Ithaca, has appealed to me, with so much earnest- 
ness, and with a purpose of such unaffected sincerity, 
to say whether I approve or disapprove of that letter, 
that I have not the heart to deny to that editor the 
very great gratification which he will derive from 
the perusal of this note, especially when it gives me 
so little trouble to write it. 

Mr C. M. Clay’s letter was written without my 
knowledge, Without any consultation with me ; and 
in my speech addressed to the Senate of the United 
States, and in resolutions which I offered to that 
body, in my address to Mr. Mendenhall, about two 
years ago, and on various other public occasions, | 
have fully, freely, explicitly, avowed my sentiments 
and opinions on the subjects of the institution of 
slavery and abolition. adhere to them, with- 
out any reservation. I have neither entertained, 
nor expressed publicly or privately, any others. 
And my friends and neighbors generally, so far as 
Ihave interchanged sentiments with them, cvincide 
entirely with me. 

The sentiments and opinions, so expressed by me, 
may be briefly stated to be, Ist. That Congress has 
no power or authority over the institution of slavery. 


2d. That the existence, maintenance and the con-) 


tinuance of that institution depend, exclusively, 
wpon the power and authority of the respective 
States within which it is situated. And 3d. That 
Corgress cannot interfere with slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, without a violation of faith 
to the States of Maryland and Virgina, implied, if 
not expressed in the terms, objects, and purposes 
of the grant of ten miles square to the general gov- 
ernment. ‘ 

So far from the success of the Whig cause having 
any injurious tendency, as has been alleged, I be- 
lieve it will have a powerful effect in tranquillizing 
and harmonizing all parts of the Union, and in giv- 
ing confidence, strength, and security to all the 
great interests of our country. — : 

I hope that your editorial neighbor will be now 
satisfied. And, asI trust thatI do not exaggerate 
the pleasure which this renewed expression of my 
views and opinions will give him, is it too much to 
anticipate that he will forthwith renounce the error 
of his ways, and come straight out a staunch and 
sterling whig ? ¥ ous 

ours ully, 
ers H. CLAY. 
0> This letter shows the desperate tenacity with 
which Mr. Clay clings to the system of slavery, and 
what an incorrigible robber and tyrant he is. 


Texas. Bondurant & Co. of Mobile, two of the 
most sturdy Democrats, and the loudest advocates 
for Polk and Texas, advertise that though they 
can’t give a high price for ‘ human cattle’ until Tex- 
as is admitted into the Union! ‘ will keep con- 
a Ay hand, a Jarge and selected lot of 
YOUNG NEGROES, of a description i 
seL. low for cash. 
negroes on commission. No. 68, Michael-street.’ 
Tas, peieies 09. MAREE Seiya Se TN Se 
je annex ‘ 





will | much di 


> This is the first and the only account that we 
have seen of any public meeting that has been held 
on the Cape, in relation to the deplorable case of the 
estimable and noble-hearted Jonaruasy Watxer.— 
The people in that section of the State, us well as 
throughout the Commonwealth, are too much engros- 
sed in their christian and democratic efforts to put a 
man-stealer (either Clay or Pols) into the Presiden- 
tial chair, to take any notice of so trivial an affair as 
the incarcer in a southero prison of a citizen of 
Massachusetts, on the charge of aiding some of lis en- 
slaved country men quietly to escape from their chains! 
QO, this apathy is appalling !—In consequence of Fan- 
euil Hall being vecupied by the Mechanies’ Fair, the 
meeting which was designed to be held in it is defer- 
red until other arrangements can be made. In the 
mean time, let cuntributions be sent to some respon- 
sible person in this city—say to Ellis Gray Loring or 
Samuel E. Sewal!l—to be applied to the relief of his 
destitute family, and the procuring of suitable counsel 
at his approaching trial. 


Meeting at Harwich--Case of Jona. Walker, 


The citizens of Harwich assembled at the town 
house in said town, on Monday the 26th of August, 
agreeably to previous adjournment, to take into con- 
sideration the case of Jonathan Walker, a worthy 
and respectable citizen of this town, now chained in 
a loathsome prison in Pensacola, Florida, on a charge 
of aiding persons to escape from slavery; where- 
upon, Obed Brooks, Jr., was called to the chair, and 
Joseph P. Nickerson was choseu secretary. 

The following preamble and resolutions were then 
reported to the meeting, by a committee appointed 
for that purpose, and after an animated discussion, 
were adopted: 


Whereas, our Declaration of Independence de- 
clares—‘ That all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inaliena- 
ble rights ; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness ;’ 

And whereas, it was the intention of our fathers, 
that the government of the United States should be 
founded upon these great principles ; therefore, 

1. Resolvec, That the part taken by the awthori- 
ties of the United States, in the detention and im- 
prisonment of Jonathan Walker at Pensacola, in the 
territory of Florida,* on a charge of aiding the es- 
cape of persons from slavery, is a base prostitution 
of the powers delegated to them by the people ; and 
is deserving of our unqualified rebuke. 

2. Resolved, ‘That we cordially sympathize with 
our fellow-citizen in his perilous condition. And we 
call upon all the friends of freedom throughout the 
land, to send forth one united voice, and to present 
one unbroken front in opposition to American sla- 
very; and that all just and righteous means be 
used, which shall tend to its ultimate and final over- 
throw. 

3. Resolved, That the act of Captain , of 
the sloop Eliza Catherine, in the forcible seizure and 
detention of Captain Walker and seven other per- 
sons, while on the high seas ina peaceful pursuit, 
was piratical-—against the laws of civilized na- 
tions; and ought to subject him not only to the 
scorn and contempt of the world, but to the severest 
penalties of the law. 

4. Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the 
destitute and afflicted family of our fellow-citizen, 
this unrighteously deprived of their natural pro- 
tector ; and we earnestly solicit the attention of the 
friends of humanity to their needy condition; and 
that they would speedily render them that aid which 
their distressing circumstances require. 

5. Resolved, That the friends of freedom through- 
out this country, are earnestly called upon to hold 

ublic meetings in their respective towns immediate- 
y, to give utterance to their feelings in relation to 
this gross violation of the rights of our free citizens. 
And, that the friends of impartial justice are so- 
licited to render Mr. Walker pecuniary aid in pro- 
curing counsel for bis defence. 

6. Resolved, That this meeting adopt the follow- 
ing recommendation, as introduced by the neighbors 
of Mr. Jonathan Walker : 


‘We feel it our duty and privilege, as neighbors 
and intimate acquaintances of Jonathan Walker, to 
give our testimony in favor of his character. 

In early life he has lived somewhat in obscurity, 
but he is known to us as a man of sterling worth; 
for goodness of heart and acts of disinterested 
benevolence, he hardly had his equal. He bas ever 
manifested great interest forthe moral and intel- 
lectual elevation of the young, and a deep interest 
for the poor, the defenceless and the oppressed—his 
warin, generous and sympathizing heart is as expan- 
sive as the universe; he possesses a strong consti- 
tution, indomitable courage, and great fortitude; al- 
ways cool, frank, deliberate, calculating and col- 
lected, and fora man of limited educaticn, is en- 
dowed with as many good and virtuous qualifica- 
tions as any person we ever knew. “To do to oth- 
ers as he would others should do to him,” is with 
him a practical doctrine; and we will pledge our 
sacred honor to his persecutors, that, were they un- 
fortunate and oppressed, they could not find a better 
friend than Jonathan Walker.’ 

Voted, That a committee of three be chosen to 
present the case of Jonathan Walker to such county 
meetings as oppurtunity may offer —Loring Moody, 
Sidney Underwood, Elkanah Nickerson. 

Voted, That the doings of this meeting be pub- 
lished in the county papers, Emancipator, and the 
Liberator, and be signed by the Chairman and Sec- 


retary. 
OBED BROOKS, Chairman. 
Jos, P. Nickerson, Secretary. 











* Walker was taken from Key West tuo Pensacola, a 
distance of about five hundred miles, by u United 
States vessel, by the order of a United States officer. 





OF We are sorry to see the following statement in 
the Baltimore papers, and trust it will be found to be 
not entirely correct. 


Atrempt To Break Jaiw.—An attempt was 
made on Friday afternoon by the prisoners confined 
in room No. 3of the Baltimore city and county jail 
to escape. The Rey. Mr. Torrey, now in prison on 
a charge of having assisted slaves, both in Virginia 
and that State, in escaping from their masters, it 
seeins was amongst the offenders in this case. 
We learn from the Sun, that ‘ on searching his bed 
there were found concealed ‘in it, four mortising chis- 
sels, apparently quite new, a saw made from the 
main spring of a waich, and set in a semi-circular 
fraine, a frame for another saw of the same descrip- 
tion, and a smal] new gunsmith’s saw. In his trunk 
was founda handful of bullets and asmull paper of 
powder. On examining the windows, one of the 
large upright iron bars was found cut at both the 
upper and lower points of its intersection with the 
cross bars nearly through, requiring but a little 
more labor to complete its removal, and to afford 
ample space forthe egress of the prisoners.’ The 
offenders were all contined to the cells, and placed 
in irons. 





From the Richmond Enquirer. 
Foreign Relations--Interesting. 


We understand that important information has 
been received at Washington, and that the Cabinet 
has been engaged in serious consultation upon the 
course they should adopt. ‘The advices from Tex- 
as, and especially from England, are said to show, 
in a manner not to be mistaken, the agency of Eng- 
land in stimulating Mexico to renew her war upon 
Texas. Santa Anna has secured the Joan of four 
millions of dollars, in part through the facilities 
which she has extended. The troops for the inva- 
sion of Texas are ina state of organization; and it 
is said that the Mexican minister in London has 
written by the last steamer to the Mexican Admiral 
commanding the two Mexican steamships now in 
New York, stating that if they were in condition, he 
must sail immediately for Vera Cruz, where the 
would be joined by another from England with mil- 
itary stores and ammunition—and that if they were 
not in ir, he must immediately to Mexi- 
co with despatches. He therefore left in the cara on 
the 3d inst. for New Orleans. One of the Steamers 
is repaired, and the other wil! be in about two weeks. 
One reason given for this haste is, that the expedi- 
tion must be So as to accomplish the inva- 
sion before the Con of the U. —, meets. 
at in consequence of this state 
of of the interference of the facil- 
ities she has furnished, and the movements of 
Mexico, a question has been presented to the Cab- 
saat ~ sore what steps should they imme- 

jately a 

The + poe Bc ‘the ep has been 

upon the proposition of an extra ses- 
sion, and finally it is determined for the present to 
have no extra congress. A messenger has within a 
day or two been dispatched to Mexico, with a strong 
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remonstrance upon the course she is pursuing. 


THE LIBERA, 


FRIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 20 





» Ry 
Gerrit Smith’s Constitutional Argumen 

The Letter of Gerrit Smith to John G mal 
vindication of the American Constitution Witter i 
slavery instrument, was published entire ie AN any, 
ator of the 3ist ultimo ; 80 that every hres ® Lite. 
paper has had ample opportunity to judge ae Of ily 

T agree with Wendell Phillips in the o oe 
this Letter contains nothing in the shape 
men, or solid argument, that renders 
rious consideration ; and that it is a Most f, 
absurd effort. But though, in itself it j ; 
the conspicuous position of its Suithor te 
abolitionist, and the influence which 
bled to exert (either for good or ey 
minds, challenge for it at least 
commences as follows : 
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3 passing Notice, It 


*L welcomed the organization ¢ 
ance Society. I Sattecd rot rll 
benefits, it would help sulve my doubts r ONG its leas: 
Peace Question. I hung up its Declares! 
ments in one of the most public ret 
It hangs there still. If its doctrine 

though not vet convinced that th peithe. 
yet clear that they are not,) they, neverthein” an | 
most honorably to the conscientiousnes C88, testify 
and intrepidity of its signers.’ 8, Self-deni.| 


Non-Resig, 


“ 
0 OF Sent), 


A most singular exordium, certainly 


. + Wha 
Non-Resistance Society has to do with the ¢ t the 
ene Vesti 
now mooted among abolitionists, as to the Se n 
D-slave. 


ry character of the American Con 
than the Bible or Tract Society, 1, as an aboli: 

do not understand > and why itis thus ahr, 
brought forward, in such a connection, I am mm 
at a loss to determine, except it be to tite adya , 
of a prevalent and bitter prejudice against ay man 
ular association, as a substitute for reason mn 
ment—and such a suspicion I 


stitution, any More 


P- 
and argu. 
am unwilling to enjer. 
tain. ButI must impeach either the G0d sense oy 
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the honesty of Mr. Smith, in this matter ; for, through. 
out his long epistle, he uniformly assumes that - 
but non-resistants regard the Constitution as a pto- 
slavery instrument, or call fur a dissolution of the 
Union!! Take the following as specimens of his 
language :—‘ Their failure to overcome the Liberty 
party, by the force of this principle, has not dideein. 
aged the non-resistants.’— They have recently r)- 
lied "—* their grandest and most trumpeted deduction 
from the assumed pro-slavery character of this instru. 
ment,’ &c. ‘It had become su when the ROM esiste 
ants '’—* in view of the wonder of the nON-Tesistants’ 
—‘the non-resistants, in preferring the charges ip 
question,’ &c. * Why should Slavery, as the nen-re, 
sistants say it should, separate the North from the 
South?’ *The American Anti-Slavery Society is 
now in the hands of the non-resistants' (') *The 
non-resistants \ay great stress on Mr. Adams’ ani 
Mr. Giddings’ Report.” ‘Ia it not a great shame that 
the non-resistants should use this Report,’ &e. In 
no instance does Mr. Smith allude to the point at is. 
sue as one which divides abolitionists ; but, with the 
pertinacity and unfairness which ever characteriss 
the scoffer at true reform, he reiterates the odious 
term, ‘ non-resistants ! non-resistanis! non-resistants'’ 
—and with as much complacency, too, as though he 
were greatly exalting his own sagacity and wisdom 
instead of impeaching his intelligence, and throwing 
a doubt on the rectitude of bis intentions. 

Even if it were true what Mr. Smith asserts, that 
none but non-resistants are calling for a dissolution of 
the Union on account of its pro-slavery character, 
surely the allegation is much to their credit as un 
compromising abolitionists, if the Union be indeed a 
pro-slavery compact ;—that is, if (as Mr. S. affirms) 
secession from the Whig and Democratic parties, be- 
cause they are pro-slavery, is an anti-slavery duly; 
for the obligation to secede from the greater is at lesst 
as imperative as to de from the less—and the cow. 
pact is greater, certainly, than any party acting under 
it. It would only show that non-resistants make the 
truest abolitionists, and would be a severe rebuke to 
all those, who, professing to raliy under the anti-sla- 
very standard, lacked sufficient courage or honesty to 
carry out their principles. 

But why does Mr. Smith make an issue so ground 
less and absurd? Why does he insinuate that Fraa- 
cis Jackson, Wendell Phillips, and a large number of 
other abolitionists, are non-resistants, because they 
cannot support what they deem a pro-slavery Consti- 
tution? What if they err in regard to the real char- 
acter of that instrument? Is that a reason why they 
should be styled non-resistanis? But this attempt io 
confound things, which are wholly distinct from each 
other, is unworthy of any disputant, especially of Ger 
rit Smith. It is as preposterous as was the oulcry 
that was raised against the American Anti-Slavery 
Society as a ‘Woman's Rights Society,’ because" 
refused to put a padlock on the lips of its female mem 
bers; though it never attempted to define or defend 
‘the rights of woman,’ as sucl:. 

Ifany man is so obtuse as not to perceive the world: 
wide difference between seceding from a particular 
government, because of its pro-slavery characier, and 
opposing every form of goyernment which is upheld 
by military power—between refusing to support the 
present Constitution of the United States, on the 
ground that it sanctions the slave system, and opp 
sing every Constitution which is enforced at ihe point 
of the bayonet—between objecting to voting for mea 
who, if elected, must swear to sustain oppressio®, and 
denouncing voting at the polls per se—it is not worth 
the time or trouble to try to enlighten him. But, bap 
pily, there are few such, 

‘1 welcomed the organization of the Non-Resist’ 
ance Svciety,’ says Mr. Smith, How could he do #9, 
unless he felt strongly persuaded that it was worthy of 
support? Its Declaration of Sentiments has hung up 
in one of the most public rooms in bis house, for sev 
eral years past; and yet, afier so long a time, he 8 
not convinced that its doctrines are true, neither ss 
he clear that they are not true! Well, this 110% 
cupy a very singular position, and to make very < 
progress? It is to be neither cold nor hot—neither 
the Lord nor for Baal—neitlier fur peace nor for wat 
How much longer does he mean to halt betwees two 
opinions? The propesitions which are contained “ 
the Declaration are certainly strong and explicit, am 
they are either true er false, good or evil, ia _ 
ance with the gospel of Jesus Christ, or at ss 
the government of God. Why is it that Mr. is 
still lingers in doubt on so momentous a question : : 
regard to a course that is so broadly defined, what we 
is left for an honest and ingenuous mind to be per 
plexed in regard to its rectitude? If, after oe = 
of six years, be cannot Jell, thouzh professedly ® nd 
ious to know the truth, whether it be the straight@ 
narrow path that leads to heaven, or the broad pe 
that leads to death—whether it is from above ct se : 
beneath —is not the probability great, that he w! M 
down to his grave in a non-comuittal state of o is 
never coming to a knowledge of the truth ‘as si 
Jesus’? Where lies the Jifficulty in so plain co?" 

: j-slavery and slave 
Surely, the difference between anti-s asus 
ry—betweea total abstinence and moderate sa i 
between peace and war—between nua-resist on 
evil, aud a resort to murderous weapoas—'* on es 
to justify an inquiring mind, drawn diveoiy OT 
erfully to the subject, apeageta ws eng et 
tainty for many years as to ihe wah's shopiicl® 
espoused. It seems to me that Mr. Swith’s tiny. Let 
on this subject implies something of eriminnly, 
him take the Nou-Resistance Declara! oa nl soy 
amining ite dvctrines and postulates 1” a of yrs 

; ° i 
which one is not in accordance W th the pase with 
manity, with the doctrine of human brother - ae 
divine revelation. 1n neglecting to arm blood: 
rn) 

sion, does he suppose that he cae anepe” 
guiltiness ? To what *souvenient nagar at 
ing, when he shall get his doubts so 

« pence question ”’ 
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ang for me ‘has given us,’ ‘a weapon which God has given 
pssion, an nd woe be to us if we shrink from wielding it, 
not wortle 8 our desire to promote a favorite theory, or from | 
But, hap ; *) ether cause’! ‘Thus he decides that the doctrines | 
hoe-resistance are not true, almost in the same | 
‘on- Resist “Wi that he says he is not clear but they are! Such | 
| he do #0)7 ‘Seconfusion of mind, such the sacrifice of moral | 
worthy off ‘ple, arising from political devoteeism. So impos- 
is bung upe “st to unite Christ with Belial, and mingle true | 
e, for sev¥- ‘ap with idolatry. 
ime, he is To the extraordinary affirmation, that the Federal | 
neither Is © “tution (like the law engraved on tables of stone) 
is is too © “ecown from God out of heaven, and that it is a) 
very slow : "we to reject it, I scarcely know what to say. It} 
poither FEE | parses every thing in folly and impiety that 1 have | 
r for war! 7 "any political source. According to the pre- | 
ween two Cis said that * We, THE PEOPLE, de ordain | 
tained in ‘tablish this Constitution’—and not even the | 
yticit, and ‘ae Or existence of God is recognized init! It is} 
n accord- “at God had jast about as much to do with its| 
war with 5 Mon, as he had in making Aaron's golden calf, or | 
fir. Smith & “sodea image set up by Darius. If Christ be bis | 
tion ? In 4 *‘*presentative, then he calls upon us all to repu- | 
hat room © use of carnal weapons, to evercome evil with 
p be pet Ge *aro war no more, and to attach ourselves to 
the lapse ¥ “egdom which ean never be moved. The political 
iy ank- oe “sox is of Satanic origin, and inherently wicked 
raightand Fe“ murderous, We must cease to sanction it, or give | 
poad way 4 “T profession of Christianity. A moral power 
» or from “be brought to bear vpon it for its demolition, and 
e will go "3 for men to have discretionary power over the 
of mind, ‘tnd liberties of their fellow-men must be put in 
as iis “Sie category with rum-drinking, profanity, lewd- 
ea cose’ “and every evil work ; fur it is the source of a 
od slave- fal amount of corruption, misrule, and tyranny. 
inking— " Christ fulfil his mission, for the government is 
stance 1° @ *e tis shoulders; and he (in the persons of his 
wo great © Were, of course, ) snall put down all rule, and all 
snd pow “Monty and power. 
of eucer te Protest against Mr, Smith confounding the Amer- 
ght eet ’ Acti-Slavery Society with the Non-Resistance 
nner “"Yy Or the latter with the furmer, Neither ot 
lity. Let " 1s responsible for the doings of the other, and 
and, of “S85 its own appropriate work to perform. Each 
tail, $Y 7 *¢ measured by its own standard, and censured 
it of et 4 & “hen it departs from the line of duty it has 
wd wt } “out for itself, Secession from a pro-slavery 
# ~~ : “Spee ‘sn anti-slavery duty, but it is very far from 
mb : “0g the whole ground of non-resisiance. 
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n away, ‘from our study of ease and quiet, 
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ce] OR FROM ANY OTHER CAUSE, instead 
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To 
climax of his inconsistency, he eulogizes the 
Constitution as ‘a noble and beautiful Temple 
y, having great strength and glory! More- 
‘clause, establishing a slaveholding oligarchy 
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vress, by allowing three-fifths of the slave pop- 
‘to be represented through their tyrannical 


s horrible an arrangement as was ever made 
servants of Satan, in any age or clime,) is in 
s opinion ‘a bounty on liberty’! That oth- 


e, permitting the accursed foreign slave trade 
ted for twenty years, in behalf of the na- 
jor its stars and stripes, and protected by 
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e regarded as anti-slavery, because it isa 


fananti-slavery agreement’! The sophistry by 
e attempts to maintain this monstrous posi- | 

|| notice in the progress of this review. | 
visions cone erning mmsurrections and domestic 
, Mr. S. says, ‘are neither pro-slavery nor 
ry'—neither one thing nor another! True, 
saves, animated by the spirit and instructed by 
e of our revolutionary fathers, should at- 
to gain their liberty by a resort to arms, and 


their banners the mottoes, * All governments 





r just powers from the consent of the gov- 
Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God'— | 
ight to be either subdued or exterminated by | 
yond navy! But then, this would be ‘ neither 
slavery nor an anti-slavery’ procedure on the | 
e government! A revolution like that of| 

Mr. Smith stigmatizes as * lawless and violent,’ | 
ncedes the right and duty of ‘the powers that 
jell it viet armis,cost what itmay! Pretty good 


ctrine, but searcely worthy of a democratic ab- 
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weld be ‘lawless and violent’! Well, that I call) 
1 non-resistance,’ whatever others may think of 
fthe slaves have no right to resist, then, as they 
jual in their rights to all others of the homan | 
me else have such aright; and the doctrine of | 
sistance is thus established as binding on all 
re injured in their persons or property! Accord- 
so Mr. 8's logic, it is * lawless and violent’ for the 
msed to fight for liberty ; but it is a lawful and | 
il act, though it is * neither pro-slavery nor an- | 
ery,’ for the government to shoot them down | 
g*, in order to maintain its constitutional su- | 
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ir. Smith announces, at the commencement of bis | 
at he is not certain that the doctrines of non- 

ce are not true; and then he proceeds to justi- 
‘government of military force, and to extol a Con- | 
tin which provides fur an army and navy, and | 
wers Congress to declare war, and grant letters | 
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Presidential Dignity, 

Perhaps the most ludicrous thing that has happened, 
during the present century, ig the formal withdrawal 
of Juus Tyrer from the race for the Presidency, ina 
wordy and egotistical letter to the people of the 
United States—unless his nomination by a small rab- 
ble of office holders and hungry expectants, at Balti- 
more, representing none but themselves, and his eager 
acceptance of the oomination, should take the prece- 
dence on the score of vanity and folly. He has con- 
verted the Presidential chair, which he now occupies, 
into a pillory, in which he sits an object of universal 
contempt and infamy. In his letter of resignation, he 
calls upon his * brother republicans of 184,’ (what a 
compliment to the Whigs of that period is such an en- 
dearing appellation from sueh a man!) to say wheth- 
er they are in favor of revoking the Veto power, and 
making the will of Congress supreme—and adds : 

‘If, indeed, you are adyceates of a change so vital as 
that proposed, then may not only the Garrisons and 
Tappans of our own country rejoice, but a shout 
should ascend from the Abolition Convention ¢ of the 
whole world,’ at the fact that our Federal system had 
given way before a consolidated government, whose 
will, uttered forth by sectional majorities, was abso- 
lute, admitting of uo check or resistance from. any 
quarter whatever.’ 

This fling at ‘the Gafrisons and Tappans,’ and at 
the London Convention, is certainly very dignified, 
coming, as it dues, from ‘ the President of the United 
States’! But the oceasion for making it, in connec- 
tion with the Vets question, we have not the wit or 
discernment to perceive. We thought we were for 
putting a preity effectual check on governmental as 
well as slaveholding power. 





A Politician’s Recipe to make the Union Im- 
mortal. 

Ata very large Whig gathering beld in Lynn last 
week, the Hon, Rufus Choate, in the cuurse of his 
speech, said—* Fellow-citizens, you can preserve the 
Union, and make the Union immortal as the memory 
of Washington. You can do it by one exertion,—make 
one single sacrifice,—throw James K. Pulk over- 
board.’ Truly, there is but a step from the sublime 
to the ridiculous, and this is it. Reject 
thief, and elevate another to the chair of 
magistracy—and that is the way to ‘make 
immortal’! Vote fur James K. Polk, and 
perishes; vote fur Henry Clay, and unto 


one man- 
the chief- 
the Union 
the Union 
it will be 
given eternal life, This is the folly, the presump- 
tion, the blasphemy of politics. 
worth preserving, and cannot be perpetuated by any 
political device. It must fall, and great will be the 
fall thereof. ‘* Wherefore, saith the Lord, Forasmuch 
as this people draw near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honor me, but have removed their 
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by 
the precept of men: therefore behold, J will proceed 


This Union is not 


marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of 
their prudent men shall be hid.'—* Your covenant 
wit! death shall be annulled, and your agreement 
with hell shall not stand: when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it.’ 








No Union with Slaveholders! 

This rallying cry has swept across the Atlan- 
tic, and is heard with delight by the friends of liberty 
in England, Scotland and Ireland—not by English- 
men, Scotchmen, or Irishmen, in the spirit of a sel- 
fish nationality, but in the name and by the claims of 
universal brotherhood—not to injure America, but 
to bless the world—not to pull down free institutions, 
but to subvert such as are tyrannical. 

We are highly gratified to learn, that at the tenth 
annual meeting of the Glasgow Emancipation Socie- 
ty, held in Glasgow on the Ist and 2d ultimo, and at- 
tended by a large and highly respectable assembly, 
on motion of Enevezern ANvERSON, it was 

‘Resolved, That this meeting observes, with high 
gratification, that the American Anti-Slavery Society 
is becoming bolder than ever, and, if possible, more 
decided in their movements against slavery ; with 
which, as one of the unfruitful works of darkness, 
they at least are determined to have no fellowship, 
civil, political, or religious; having, at their annual 
meeting in May last, decided by a large majority to 
absolve their allegiance to the United States, as being 
a slaveholding government, until slavery is abolished; 
and, as the most effective means to promote emanci- 


ERS!’ We congratulate our American brethren on 
their adoption of this noble position, and trust the 
number of those holding such sentiments may rapid- 
ly increase in that country.’ 

Query—Is the Glasgow Emancipation Society a 
Non-Resistance Society ? 

James Havenron, the distinguished philanthro- 
pist in Dublin, has already signified his hearty appro- 
bation of our course, through our columns; and in a 
letter to the editor of the Anti-Slavery Standard he 
says—' I rejoice at every indication of success in your 
anti-slavery labors. Your noble declamation, * No 
Union with Slavelolders,’ meets my warm approval.’ 

Ricaarv D. Wess, of Dublin, (whose name is fa- 
miliar to all true-hearted abolitionists in this country,) 
adds to the superscription of a letter, received by the 
Britannia, ‘No Union with Slaveholders! Huzza! 
huzza!’ 

Jouy Murray, of Glasgow, (one of the best cham- 
pions of reform on the soil of Scotland, whose coun- 
trymen are all mankind,) writes to us on the subject 
as fullows:—‘I am rejoiced to observe that you, the 
American abolitionists, have determined to have * No 
Union with Slaveholders’—neither union nor com- 
munion with them, This is an important step ; and 
good right, I think, you have to disclaim connexion 
with slaveholders, and allegiance to a slavehoiding 
government.’ 

A most philanthropic and intelligent lady writes 
to us from Dublin—* You have now got a searching 
rallying cry—No Union with Slaveholders !—but you 
are in the right.’ 

Friends of liberty and true democracy ! keep the 
tocsin sounding ! 





Colored Voters. 

The Emancipator publishes the proceedings of a re- 
cent * public meeting of the colored legal voters of the 
county of Suffolk, for the purpose of concentrating 


their suffrages on James G. Birney for President of 


the United States.’ We are informed that this meet- 
ing was a very small one; that neither the chairman 
nor the secretary is a legal voter; and that not more 
than half a dozen persons, entitled to the elective 
franchise, participated in the proceedings. We be- 
lieve there are some two or three hundred colored le- 
gal voters in this city. No meetings have as yet been 
held to enlighten them in relation to the true charac- 
ter of the American Constitution; but in due season 
we trust they will, une and all, unite with the gath- 
ering host of Freedom's champions in swelling the 
ery, ‘NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS,’ and 
refusing to act politically under an instrument by 
which the military force of the Nouh is pledged to 
keep the slaves in their chains, fugitives from the 
greal southern prison-house are restored to their blood- 


entitled to twenty-five extra members in Congress, on 
account of their slave property. What is the Ameri 
can Union to the three millions of our manacied 
countrymen at the South? An avalanché of despo- 
tism, crushing them to the dust. What isit to the 
fifteen thousand ronaway slaves in Canada? A terror 
and an abhorrence. So let it be to our free colored 
population everywhere. We ask them, ia the sacred 
names of Liberty and Humanity, to ceave giving it 
any political countenance—to seek its overthrow by 
a moral and peaceful revolution—that a free, impar- 
tial, righteous government may take its place, and 
every form of oppression be destroyed. For now— 
* No refuge is found on our unhallowed ground, 

For the wretched in Slavery’s manacles bound ; 


While our sterregonaios banner in vain boasis to wave 
O'er the land of the » and the home of the brave ! 


thirsty masters, and the southern slaveholders are A 


ee ee 
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Letters from Henry C. Wright. No, I. 
Grarrensero, Austria, March 29, 1844. 
INSTITUTIONS FOR MEN—NOT MEN FOR 
INSTITUTIONS. 
Dean Garrison: 
The followiag conversation was held at the dinner 
table in the saloon, to-day. Over one bundred of the 
cure guests (patients) board in the suloon. As I took 
my place at the table, M—— said to me— 
‘You do not seem to have much veneration for 
many of those customs and institutions of society 
which men generally hold most sacred. You handle 
some of them very roughly.’ 
‘I have no reverence at all for any social cnstom or 
institution, I bold no human institution as sacred. 
Institutions are designed for human benefit, and are to 
be sustained only as they answer that end. But to 
what institutions and customs do you allude ?” 
‘To the Church—the priesthvod—to property—to 
aristocracy and royalty, and the like,’ said M. 
‘ True, I feel no respect nor affection for these in- 
stitutions; bat I love and respect human beings, for 
whose elevation and happiness these profess to have 
been established.’ 
* Then you think, (asked G——) that human beings 
are more to be venerated than institutions, however 
ancient, venerable, sacred, and useful they may be 2’ 
‘Ido. Institutions detive all their importance from 
their connection with human beings, and, aside from 
them, have no value—are more worthless than dust ; 
but human beings bave a value aside from, and are 
infinitely above al! institations.’ 
* Beg your pardon, (said A——.) Do you mean 
that men derive no value, no dignity and glory from 
institutions? Are not human beings made more exalt- 
ed, and fitted to fill higher and more honorable sta- 
tions in the universe, by their connection with insti- 
tutions ? 
‘No The institutions, to which allusion has been 
mede, as they are made to bear on men, instead of 
adding dignity and glory to them, tend to degrade 
them, and make them more infumous.’ 
* Do you mean to say, (asked A.) that the Church, 
the priesthood, royalty, property, and governments, 
tend to sink men into vice and infamy ?’ 
* 1 do—as these institutions are made to bear on 
them. How can it be otherwise, when, the world 
over, without scruple, the human being, in al! his 
physical, social, intellectual and spiritual nature and 
relations, is sacrificed to these institutions? How can 
it be otherwise, when it is the ulmost universal feel- 
ing, that men are made for these institutions,and when 
the affections, sympathies, social and domestic rela- 
tions, and even the existence of men, are all sacrificed 
to them? Besides, man’s dignity and glory result from 
his relations to God and eternity, and not to customs 
and institutions of his own devising. Man is an Em. 
pire, a Universe in himself. He is the likeness of the 
Deity. [lis soul is the mirror of Eternity. Talk of 
honoring and exaliing such a being by institutions! 
Never. Man may impart dignity to customs and in- 
stitutions, but can receive none from them, As well 
say that the head receives glory from the hat that is 
on it, or the human form from the coat' I look 
upon all social institutions as mere appendages to hu- 
man being. MAN is the being, the substance—in- 
stitutions only appendages, or incidents, to the being, 
nota part of it, or necessary to its existence, but mere- 
ly a means of good to it; and if any institution, or 
particular form of an institution, proves not to be fit- 
ted to benefit, but to injure human being, alter it or 
abolish it altogether. I attach no sacredness at all to 
any human institution, more than to a hat or a coat. 
Tie head and the body, not the hat and the coat, are 
sacred and invivlate.’ 





‘1 wonder (asked A.) what would be the result, 
were all men to embrace such notions, and practically 
carry them out?" 

* What the result ? Good, and only good, and that 
continually.’ 

*Had you said ‘ evil’ instead of good, I should have 
agreed with you,’ said A. 

* It would be evil, indeed, and only evil, to the ex- 
isting institutions of Church and State—to the priest- 
hood, to church organizations, to aristocracy and roy- 
alty; but let the principle be once embraced and car- 
ried out, that INSTITUTIONS ARE MADE FOR MAN, and 
not man for institutions—let this become the settled 
axiom of all social combinations and customs, that man 
is never to be victimized to the mere incidents of his 
existence—and great and glorious would be the result 
to mankind,” 

* Beg pardon, (said A.)—what do you mean by man 
being sacrificed to institutions ?’ 

*Mean? That human life should never be destroy- 
ed—that human intellect should never be darkened nor 
blotted out—that ‘the social and domestic affections 
and sympathies should never be crushed nor torn 
asunder—that the moral and spiritual nature of man 
should never be outraged—in a word, that the bodies 
and souls of men should never be cut down, mutilated 
and ruined, to maintain any institution.’ 

«Is there no institution, to support which it would 
be a Christian act to sacrifice the human being?’ ask- 
ed A. 

«No, not one. Mention one.’ 

‘The Church,’ said A. 

‘What Choerch ?’ 

‘Why, the Church of Christ.’ 

What is the Church of Christ ?’ 

* The Church of England.’ 

* No, not an injury would I have done to any hu- 
man being to save that Charch. That Charch isa nui- 
sance and 4 curse to the world, and ought to be blot- 
ted out, at any rate.’ 

‘I would not have any wrong or outrage done to 
man to save it,’ said A —*but I had rather see many 
human beings wounded, maimed, imprisoned or kill- 
ed, than to sce that ancient and venerable institution 
destroyed." 

* That is because you value the human institution 
more than the human being. You think men were 
made for institutions, and not institutions for men. 1! 
presume this is the opinion of all the bishops, priests 
and members of that Church. You all place that in- 
stitution above man." 

* But the Church of Christ (said A.) is not a human 
institution,’ 

* But Episcopacy is. You regard the State Church 
of England as a divine institution. Here we differ 
It is, in my view, no more divine, no more a Church 
of Christ, than a bank, a rail-road, or a military com- 
pany. Ido not believe that thieves, adulterers, rob- 
bers and murderers belong to Christ's Church.” 

*NordoI,’ said A. 

* But they do belong to the Church of England, as 
priests and members, and are in good standing in it. 1 
would rather see that and all otherchurch organiza- 
ions abolished, than that one human being should be 


—= 
‘ Thot is another and an after question. Settle the 


man is never to be victimized to institutions ?* 

A hesitated. 

‘Surely, (ssid M. to A.) you can't hesitate to admit 
that.” 

‘A. don’t like to commit himself, (said G.) He fears 
that he shall not be able to stand by hie admissions in 
the hour of trial." 

“1 shall not commit myself to him to be entrapped," 
said A. 

‘I have no wish to entrap you. J put a very easy 
question, what seems to me to be a self-evident pro- 
position. Are human beings to be sacrificed to the 
mere incidents of their exi-tenee?” 

*T am willing to admit that (said A.) What then? 
It does does not fullow that the English Church ought 
to be destroyed.’ 

‘Not if such a church can exist without such an al- 
ternative. Otherwise, it must go down.’ 

‘ Are there any ht instituti that can exist 
without this sacrifice? What are they ?’ asked G. 

*Do you believe the Factory system of England 
can?’ asked M. of A. 

‘No, (said A.) I do not believe it can, and I care 
not how quick that is destroyed.’ 

* You find no difficulty in answering this, and I see 
as little in answering the question as ii bears on the 
English Church, The bodies, the consciences, and the 
souls of men are annually sacrificed to maintain her.’ 

‘What do you say of human governmunis ?’ ask- 
ed M. 

‘Let them all perish forever, if they cannot exist 
without the sacrifice of human beings. So of all hu- 
man institutions.’ 

* What do you say of marriage? what of Christian- 
ity?’ asked A. 

‘So far as they are human institutions, let them 
perish, if they cannot exist without the sacrifice of 





man. 

‘But do you regard marriage and Christianity as 
human institutions ?’ asked A. 

*NO, They are of God, I believe ; but were insti- 
tuted by Hiw for the good of man, and he asks not 
the sacrifice of man to maintain them. Marriage and 
Christianity are not human institutions. It is hardly 
proper to call them institutions, as God appoints them. 
Marriage is a law of God; Christianity is a law of 
God; and neither can be violated with impunity. 
Down with all churches—down with all priesthoods— 
down with the army and navy—down with all gov- 
ernments of human devicee—down with property— 
down with aristocracy—down with royalty—down 
with each and every social institution that cannot ex- 
ist without the destruction of man in his physical, so- 
cial, intellectual or spiritual nature. Let MAN be 
sacred and inviolable ; and let all customs and institu- 
tions be reformed, changed or abolished, as the good 
of man requires. Never insult, outrage and kill men 
to sustain them. Devise institutions for the good of 
men, and then kill men for the good of the institu- 
tions! Madness!!" 

* Mad as itis, (said A.) I would do it.’ 

* Because you respect the appendages to man more 
thanman. Because you have more regard for the hat 
than for the brains, and would knock out the brains 
tw save the hat.’ 


Yours truly, H. C. WRIGHT. 





Milford Pic-Nic and Fair. 
Mitrorop, Sept. 17th, 1844. 
Dear Garnriscn: 

Our glorious gathering of the 14th inst has realized 
to us our most sanguine expectations. You being a 
bappy participant on the occasion, I need not enter 
into any of the particulars. From your own pen, the 
readers of the Liberator will, doubtless, have an ac- 
count of what transpired. I will just say, that we 
feel our courage renewed to labor in the anti-slavery 
cause, which we consider second to no other philan- 
thropic enterprise on earth. And may He, whose 
promise is to the faithful, give us strength to prosecute 
our mission, till the last slave is free, or death sum- 
mons us to the world of spirits! 

I herewith transmit to you the sum of ox® nun- 
DRED AND SIXTY-SIX DOLLARS AND EIGHTY-FIVE 
cents, for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 
with the request that Fifty Dollars be appropriated to 

ustain the Liserator. The whole amount received 
as $213,85. 
In behalf of the Committee, 
GEO. W. STACY. 


(> I cannot possibly find room, this week, for 
any thing more than the resolutions which were 
‘discussed and adopted on the thrilling occasion allu- 
‘ded to, and these are given below. It waz probably 
the largest anti-slavery gathering ever held in Wor- 
cester county. Francis Jackson, of Boston, acted as 
chairman, and Cyrus M. Burleigh, of Ct., as secreta- 
sy. The result of the Pic Nic and Fair is highly 
auspicious ; and for the generous donation made to 
the Liberator, in this its time of need, { wish to return 
my hearty thanks. But I will try to tell all about 
the celebration next week. Read the resolves: 


1. Resolved, That before any secarity can be given to 
human interests, there must be a recognition of hu- 


preserving the former, while it opposes not only the 
practical enjoyment, but even the advocacy of the 
Jatter, must be necessarily blind and corrupt ; that lib- 
erty is infinitely to be preferred to property, or the pre- 
‘servation of any organization; and therefore that 
whatever is for postponing the anti-slavery movement 
to a more convenient season, either for religious or po- 
litical considerations, is at war with God, and the safe- 
ty and prosperity of the country, 

2. Kesolved, That fidelity to the anti-slavery cause 
requires of abolitionists, that they should secede from 
the present blood-cemented government of the United 
States, so far as to refuse to tion or support the 
Constitution, either by holding office, or voting for 
others 0 fill any office under it; inasmuch as it is 
an atrocious compromise between the North and the 
South, by which nearly three millions of our country- 





which is essential to their peaceful deliverance. 

3. Resolved, That on every anti-slavery banner that 
is unfurled to the breeze, should be inscribed in let. 
ters of light the motto, ‘ NO UNION WITH SLAVE- 
HOLDERS!’ ‘ 

4. Resolved, That if there be any one day above 
another im which it is peculiarly appropriate to ad- 
vocate the cause of bleeding humanity, and seck the 
deliverance of those who arc in bonds, it is this day 
which is hallowed by Christendom as the Sabbath. 

5. Resol-red, That by whatever name any of the ex- 
isting political parties may be called, whether Whig, 
ib 





sacrificed to maintain it. So I say of the Sabbath— 
so of water baptism—so of meeting-h so of pub- 
lic worship, as going to meeting is called. They are 
mere appendages to man; let them all be blotted out, 
rather than do an injury to the bodies or souls of men 
to save them.’ 

‘ It is well known that you are a great radical,’ said 





* Yes, else I could not be a Christian ; and the time 
will come when all will see that such radicalism is 
Christianity, and the only conservative principle of 
the world. Radical! Yes, thanks to Heaven, I am a 
radical, I mean to he a radical. I glory in radical- 
ism. But do you deny my position ?’ 

* What position? (asked A.) You take so many, 
and so sweeping positives, that I can hardly keep up 
with you.’ 

‘IT have but one simple principle. All the rest come 
from that, i, e, thal INSTITUTIONS ARE MADE FOR 
MEN, and not men for institutions. Do you consent 
to this ?* 

‘HT do, the question is, what institutions demand 
the sacrifice of buman beings as essential to their sup- 
port?’ said A. 








tic, or Liberty party, in sanctioning and sup- 
porting the Constitution, it is actually a pro-slavery 
party, pledged to admit of aslave representation on 
the floor of Congress, to keep the slaves in their 
chains, or slaughter them if they shall attemptto gsin 
their freedom by violence, and to return such fugi- 
tive slaves as may escape from the prison-house of 
bondage. 

6. Resolved, That the nomination of Henry Clay, 
the author of the Missouri compromise, the owner of 
sixty human beings, the determined foe of the cause 
of negro emancipation, for the Presidency of the 
United States, demonstrates that the Whig party is 


_under the control of the southern slaveholding oligar. 


ely, and is a gross insult to the moral sense of all who 
believe in the Declaration of Independence. | 

7. Resolved, That the nomination of James K. Polk, 
an incorrigible slaveholder, for the same high office, 
by the Democratic party, on the sole ground that he 
is in favor of lengthening the cords and 
the stakes of slavery by the immediate annexation of 
Texas, be the consequences what they may, exhibits 
an amount of political depravity beyond all competi- 
tion, and should cover that party with the deepest ia- 








famy. 


principle first. Do you adopt it as a-principle on | racter of the Constitution, we regard the formation of 
which all social arrangements are to be based, that/a distinct anti-slavery political party as unwise and 


man rights; that any sect or party, which talke of 


men are held in chains and slavery—the overthrow of 


8. Resolved, That, aside from the pro-slavery cha- 


inexpedient ; that the effect of the existing party has 
been to paralyze the true anti-slavery enterprise, by 
diverting the attention of the awakening people from 
the * Bolwarks of American slavery’ to the less guilty 
te; and that, judging of its character, as it judges of 
the Whig and Democratic parties, by that of its Pres- 
idential candidate and of its leading organs, it is at 
least as unworthy of the support of abolitionists as 
either of the other two. 

9. Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with our 
fellow-citizens, Charles T. Torrey and Jonathan 
Walker, who are now imprisoned at the South, for 
assisting fugitive slaves—an act of humanity whieh is 
highly honorable to them ; that we look upon their 
arrest as a daring encroachment on the rights of the 
North, and a crue! outrage on justice and liberty, 
which should be met by the indignant remonstrance 
of every free soul. 





‘Our Glorious Union.’ 
Frienp Garnison : 
The advertisement below is cut from that oracle of 
the Whig party, the Boston Atlas of the 12th inst. 
The phraseology of this morceau is worth noting, 
and would puzzle a northern lawyer at least, to get 
at its why and wherefore, if he had no clue to guide 
him. Here it is: 
$400 REWARD. 
1 ez the Subscriber on the night of the 27th of 

August, RANDAL, aged about 30, ABEL, aged 
about 19—both very black ; SECUNDUS, aes about 
18, well grown und bright, and TERTIUS, sged 
about 17, badly grown, and tawny colored. y 
took with them a smal! double barrelled gun ; a horse- 
voted woo? a brass double barrelled pocket pistol ; 
asword, with red belt ; one dozen table marked 
oo an trae Leer ras 
ch the beck of the headle, DP. Brand an cagio; 
and one dessert spoon, stamped R. & A. Campbell, 
10, 15 ; the best part of my clothing, stockings marked 
B.C. C. About the time they left home, there was 
a brig about sailing from the Rappahannock River 
for Boston. Together with the above, they touk an 
old fashioned pinch-back doubled-cased watch, with 
second hand, made in. 1791. I will pay the above 
reward for their apprehension and delivery or confine- 
ment, so that I get them again, if taken North of Ma- 
ryland, or $200 if in, or South of that State. 

B. C. CHINN, Farnham P. O., 
Richmond County, Va, 

Now here are four men, who left Farnham P. O., 
Richmond County, Va., and took with them sundry 
articles, among which are a ‘double barrelled gun,’ 
‘ horseman’s pistol,’ ‘double barrelled pocket pistol,’ 
and a ‘sword with a red belt,’ and doubtless other 
things ‘too numerous to mention in an advertise- 
ment; ’ for instance, a trifle of ammunition for the 
* double barrels ’—for such things naturally go togeth- 
er—and if their intention was to hunt, or their fear 
wasthatthey might be hunted, in either case such 
fix'ns were certainly appropriate, and need excite no 
suspicion or remark. ‘The wonder is, supposing it all 
true, what is it tothe worthy Mr, B. C. Chinn, Farn- 
ham P. O. Richmond County, Va.; and why should 
he take the trouble to publish to the world so trivial 
a circumstance, especially away here in Boston. And 
further, why upon earth should he offer * $400 for 
their apprehension, if taken North of Maryland, and 
$200 if in or South of that State’? He does not say 
they are criminals, nor that they stole the things he 
mentions from him, or any one else. Then how does 
he suppose any body would apprehend four men, who 
are charged with no crime, and lodge them in con- 
finement, merely b he ch 
for that purpose? 

My curiosity was quite excited, and my suspicions 
also were aroused. | bethought me that out South 
there, they don't use the King’s English exactly as we 
do here ; for there, when one man shoots another in 
cool blood, which we call murder, they say it’s ‘ an 
affair of honur,’ when another is killed ina street 
fight, they denominate it an ‘ unfortunate occurrence,’ 
and there's an end on't. Slave is called a * servant '— 
slavery a ‘domestic institution’—and so on. 
put me to thinking; and I recollected that certain 





very United States, which were dovetailed into that 


ern brethren, was done so curiously, and worded, 
so southern fashion, that our Liberty party oracles and 
"cute casuists swear they are not there at all,and never 
were. I suspected Mr. Chinn had written his adver- 


to offer a reward | 


This} 


clauses In Our glerives Ovuctiiustion of these eati-cla- ‘ 


great magna charta of universal liberty, by our south-| 


An Impudent Hoax. 

We published in the Liberator of the 6th instant, a 
lotter addressed to Francis Jackson of this city, post- 
marked ‘ New-Orleans,’ and signed ‘ James Jackson,’ 
in which the writer expresses great horror at Mr. 
Jackson's resigning his office ae a justice of the peace, 
and withdrawing from the goveroment, in conse- 
quence of its alliance with slavery. He claims Mr. 
J. as his brother; says he (F. J.) is a slaveholder, 
who has his funds invested io slaves; thonglit he 
was ‘one of the good and trae for Polk and Dallas 
foreyer'—d&c. &c. We did not take the trouble to 
say that the letter was an impudent hoat, and that 
Mr. Jackson bas no brother in New-Orleans, beeause 
we sopposed every body would see, at a glance, that 
it was an effusion of southern and inso- 
lence ; but we do so now, in order to satisfy some 
curious minds which have queried whether it was not 
a gennine epistle: Truly, there are some very saga- 
cious persons in this * great country ‘! 





Susrecrep Stave Travers. Aneiamination has 
been made of the cargoes of the echooners Manchester 
and Devereux, of and from Bahimore, which wete 
seized last week by order of the Collector of Boston, 
on suspicion of their being fitted out for the slave 
trade; but nothing has been discovered to sustain tho 
accusation. One of the schooners isa mere pilot- 
boat; the other is larger, but they do not appear cal- 
culated to carry on the traffic to any considerable ex- 
tent. It is admitted that their destination was the 
Coast of Africa, but the captains declare that they only 
contemplated engaging in lawful commercial business. 
It is not a very difficult matter for slavers to fit out at 
any port in the United States. 





iF The steamer Britannia arrived at this port on 
Tuesday forenoon last, from Liverpool, ,having been 
only twelve days and six hours on the passage. We 
have not any room for the nows which she brought ; 
but it is mot very important, Our dear friend Wright 
bas sent us a series of highly interesting and valuable 
letters, the first of which is given in a preceding col- 
umn, and contains many valuable thoughts. 





James G. Binney. The Anti-Slavery Standard of 
this week contains an elaborate article from the pen 
of Edmund Quincy, setting forth the reasons why Mr. 
Birney is unworthy of the confidence or political sup- 
port of genuine abolitionists. Extra copies of the arti- 
cle are for sale at 26 Cornhill. 





Corxecticut. We expect to be present (in com- 
pany with Charles L. Remond) at the meeting of the 
Windham County Anti-Slavery Society, which is to 
be held at Chaplin this day. 





7 The New-England Non- Resistance Society will 
hold its annua! meeting in Boston on the 29th Oct. 





Lectures by C. L. Remond. 
Sarem, Sept. 15, 1844. 
Myr Dear Frizxp Gasnisoy will have the good- 

ness to intimate, through the Liberator of this week, 
my intention to be present at the meeting of the 
Windham County Anti-Slavery Society, in Connecti- 
cut, and to lecture in the following places on the even- 
ings specified during the present month, The friends 
in each place will please make the appointments and 
necessary arrangements, and depend upon my attend- 
ance, unless prevented by accident : 

Waltham, Sunday evening, 22d inst. 

Bedford, Monday, 23d do. 

Abington (Centre) Wednesday, 25th do. 

Abington (East) Thursday, 26th do. 

North Bridgewater, Friday, 27th do. 

Kingston, Sunday, 29th do. 

Duxbury, Monday, 30th do. 
i Plymouth, Tuesday, Oct. Ist do. 
Ever truly yours, 

CHARLES LENOX REMOND. 








From the N. O. Picayune, Sept. 6th. 
Later from Texas. 

Atan early hour yesterday morning, a Texan ves- 
sel, the schooner Star, arrived at this port twelve days 
from Galveston, having on board Mr. E. O. Corr, with 
despatches from the U. 8. Government, and for the 
British and French Ministers at Washington city. The 
despatches are supposed to refer to p eh of 
Texas. General Woll, with some 10,000 of the ad- 
vance detachment of the Mexican army, has, it is said, 





tisement pretty much afler the same fashion; but 
then, thinks J], how are the public to know, here in 
Boston, what the follow means; and this puzzled me 
exceedingly, though, as I said before, I suspected 
what he was at. But I wanted to be sure, and 1 
was upon the point of consulting the aforesaid Liberty 
party oracles and subile casuists, to know whether the 
said advertisement was ao ‘ anti-slavery document,’ 
or not; when it occurred to me that I bad, when I 
lived out South, seen men advertised in a more ex- 
plicit and no mistakeable manner, and this put me to 


locality, in hopes of getting more light on the matter. 
In plain Englisa, it might read as follows, without ex- 
citing any special attention in Virginia, and in perfect 
exemplification of the results of the slave code. [For 
similar advertisements, see the Southern newspapers. ] 
Thus modified, it makes the Boston Atlas advertise. 
ment as indisputably plain and clear, as the * Madi- 
son papers’ do the disputed clauses of our anti-slave 
ry Constitution of these United States : 
$400 REWARD. (Vignette.) 
AN away from the subscriber, on the night of 
Aug. 27, my four SLAVES, viz. Randal, 
about ; Abel, aged shout 19; both very black. 
Randal is 5 feet 10 ight built—has THREE 
SCARS ON THE LEFT CHEEK, LEFT BY THE 
BRANDING IRON, AND A PART OF HIS 
RIGHT EAR HAS BEEN BITTEN OFF. Abe! 
is about 5 feet 7, down looking, and very stout—lame 
of the right leg, 1T HAVING BEEN BROKEN BY 
A RIFLE BALL,—has THE MARKS OF 5 BUCK 
SHOT ON THE LEFT SHOULDER. Secundus, 
—_ about 18, well wn and bright—HAS FOUR 
HIS FRONT TEETH KNOCKED OUT, A 
LARGE SCAR ON HIS FOREHEAD, AND THE 
MARKS OF THE COWHIDE ON HIS BACK 
— — ra aged about 17—4 feet 10 in 
eight wn tawny colored, with 1. 
len lock—TWO FINGERS ON HIS LEFT HAND 
GONE, AND HIS UPPER LIP SPLIT. 1 suspect 
they have gone to the as there was a Boston 
brig in the hannock, which sailed about the 
time they left. I will pay the above reward for their 
rch pee or oar aa aah I can get them 
o, if taken in an e a $200 
ete any of the eoudiars States. Pate , 
There it is; and no mistake this time! I hope 
you will publish this for the especial benefit of pro- 
slavery doughfaces. Issachar is a patient ass, and de- 
serves an occasional gratuity. $400 ought not to go 
a begging. Where's the City Attorney, and his wor- 
thy coadjutor of the Leverett-street lock-up? Wor- 
thy servants of slavery! don't be frightened by the 
ghost of Latimer! If bad luck once, better next time ! 
Unkennel your bloodhounds, and lay them on the 
track while the scent is prime! Then with your 
$400 in your pocket, you can with great complacency 
and satisfaction listen to patriotic speeches on the 
beauties of Liberty, before the Clay Club, and attend 
the approaching Whig Jubilee with patriotic shouts 
for our glorious Union, and loud huzzas for the Whig 
party and their liberty-loving President that is to be. 
ELS. 
Last week, we published from the Madison Papers 
such portions of the Debates in the Federal Conven- 
tion as related to the guilty compromises that were 
made in framing and adopting the Constitution. In 
our present number, we give such portions of the De- 
bates as took place on these compromises in the State 
Conventions of Massachusetts, New-York, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. Tis ‘ makes assurance doably 
sure. [In the second column on the first page, after 
the remarks of the Rey. Mr. Backus, the line—NEW- 
YORK CONVENTION—is omitted ] 








examining some paper published nearer Mr. Chinn’s ' 


* arrived on the banke of the Rio Grande. The de- 
| spatches were forwarded by yesterday's mail. This 
| is indeed deeply interesting intelligence, and may be 
! , to have created great excitement in Texas. 
; It is, however, but a rumor. Many intelligent gen- 
_ ulemen, with whom we have conversed, express the 
; Opinion that this report is at least ture, 

+ Our latest dates from Galveston were of the 17th 
| ult. We now have dates tothe 24th. The Galves- 
» ton News of that day is before us, from which we 
gather the following intelligence : 

The Hon. Tilghman A. Howard, Minister to Tex- 

as from the United States, died at Washington on Fri- 
} day the 16th ult. He remained there only ten or 
| twelve days before he died. Truly there seems to be 
a fatality connected with the diplomatic agency of our 
country in Texas. Gen. Howard numbers the fourth 
— Minister who has found a grave in that re- 
public. 

It pains us also to learn of the death of Command- 
er J. T. K. Lothrop, ofthe Texan Navy. He died at 
Washington on the 14th ultimo, of bilious fever. 
Capt. L. was well known in this city, and his loss 
will be deeply regretted by his numerous friends. The 
‘ Vindicator ' states he was a native of M 
and a descendant in the maternal line from Kirkland, 
one of the early pilgrim fathers. 

A letter from a highly ey oer merchant in San 
Antonio to a gentleman in Galveston, dated July 26, 


ye: 

You have heard of the intended invasion of Texas 
by Mexico, and f must ~ I am of the positive im- 

reasion it is true, as the Mexicans living in this place 

ve received many letters from their friends the oth- 
er side of the Rio Grande, confirming the news. 

Com. Moore's trial was progressing at last accounts 
from Washington. 

After the above was prepared, we learned that the 
despatches for our Government were forwarded by 
Mr. Newell, the American Consul at Galveston, to 
Mr. Barrett, the collector of this with intima 
tions of their importance, and requesting him to have 
them sent with all despatch to the seat of Govern- 
ment. In compliance with this » the docu- 
| ments left in yesterday morning’s salle 





WEYMOUTH ANTI-SLAVERY FAIR. 

This annual effort of the abolitionists of Wey- 
mouth, in behalf of the cause, will be made on 
TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY, the Ist and 2d of 
October, at the WEYMOUTH LANDING. The 
friends of the cause are entreated to unite with fresh 
zeal, liberality and industry, that the occasion may 
not fail to be what it now promises ta be—one of 
great importance to the anti-slavery en ise, and of 
uncommon interest to iis advocates. 


more ; 


so that a large attendance on the weekly sewi 
meeting is more than ever desirable, as the time 


the Fair y wien 
SARAH H. COWING, } Commitice. 


i> We are requested to call special attention to the 
following Fair. 





A FAIR, | : f 
onda Church, worsh ippin ie rye same 
y intend holding a ist tear month of Novem 
ber next, the to aid in 
now due on church, » 


Patapon xs ta se. They 

v that the friends needy 

will come ws that Labnsass “The Wow eaaplies 
Articles for the Fair may be left gt No. 7 or Nou25 

Cornhill ith Rev... ; 

; net wip Bae C. Beman, the Society's 
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Honse, and ran for the * Long Bridge,’ which passes 
from the lower part of the city across the Potomac, to 
the extensive forests and woodlands of the celebrated 


Arlington Plain. 


Now, test for the wretched: the long day is past, 
And night on yon prison descendeth at last. 
Now lock up and bolt! Ha, jailor, look there! 
Who flies like « wild bird escaped from the snare? 
A woman, a slave—ip, out in pursuit, 
While linger some gleams of day ! 
Let thy call ring out!—now a rabble rout 
Is at thy heels—speed away ! 


A bold race for freedoin !—On, fugitive, on! 
Heaven help but the right, and thy freedom is won. 
How eager she drinks the free uir of the plains; 
Every limb, every nerve, every fibre she strains; 
From Columbia's glorious capitol, 
Columbia's daughter flees 
To the sanctuary God has given— 
The shelteritig forest trees. 


Now she treads the long bridge—joy lighteth her 
eye— 
Beyond her the dense wood and darkening sky.— 
Wild hopes thrill her heart as she neareth the shore : 
O, despair! there are men fast advancing before ! 
Shame, shame on their manhood ! they hear, they 
heed 
The cry, her flight to stay, 
And like demon forms with their outstretched 
arms, 
They wait to seize their prey! 


She pauses, she turns! Ah, will she flee back ? 
Like wolves, her pursuers how! foud on her track ; 
She lifteth to Heaven one look of despair— 
Her anguish breaks forth in one burried prayer— 
Hark! her jailor's yell! like a bloodhound’s 
bay, 
On the low night wind it sweeps! 
Now, death or the chain! to the stream she 
turns, 


And she leaps! O God, she leaps! 


The dark and the cold, yet merciful wave, 
Receives to its bosom the form of the slave: 
She rises—earth’s scenes on her dim vision gleam, 
Yet she struggieth hot with the strong rushing stream: 
And low are the death cries her woman's heart 
gives, 
As she floats adown the river, 
Faint and more faint grows the drowning voice, 
And her cries have ceased forever! 


Now back, jailor, back to thy dungeons, again, 
To swing the red lash and rivet the chain ! 
The form thou wouldst fetter—returned to its God ; 
The uhiverse holdeth no realm of night 
More drear than her slavery 
More merciless fiends than here stayed her flight— 
Joy! the hunted slave is free ! 


That bond-woman's corse—let Potomac’s proud wave 
Go bear it along by our Washington's grave, 
And heave it high up on that hallowed strand, 
To tell of the freedom he won for our land, 
A weak woman's corse, by freemen chased down; 
Hurrah for our country! hurrah ! 
To freedom she leaped, through drowning and 
death— 
Hurrah for our country ! hurrah ! 





HARK! HARK! THE SWEET ACCENTS! 
*Ain—Hark! Hark! the soft Bugle.’ 
BY ADELIA MORTON, 


Hark! hark! the sweet accents of temperance and 
peace 
Have spoken their summons to me, 
Commatding my woes and my sorrows to cease, 
And leave me unfeticied and free ; 
i beard, and I said, in my spirit's new birth, 
For joy was my ange! again— 
This ia the pledge sent in mercy to earth, 
I will from the poison abstain ! 
And abstain! and abstain ! 
I will from the poison abstain ! 


Then Hope swiftly came, bringing Love on her wing, 
To dwell! in my bosom once more, 
And over my pathway new pleasures to fling, 
And gladness and beauty restore. 
I bless the bright morning, that brought her return, 
And sing in my loftiest strain— 
The chains of the tyrant, exulting I spurn, 
Rejoicing in freedom again! 
And again! and again! 
Rejoicing in freedom again ! 


Life, life shall again be more blooming and fair, 
And virtue her vigils shall keep, 
Her panoply now, I for ever will bear, 
Nor rest in the warfare nor sleep; 
By faith will { conquer, while Hope shall renew 
Each day brighter visions again, 
Till I reach the blest realms they bring to my view, 
Where bliss shal! etornally reign! 
Bliss shall reign ! bliss shall reign ! 
Where bliss shall eternally reign ! 





LINES, 


Written at the Anti-Slavery Convention, Boston, May, 
1844. 


BY J. R. LOWELL. 


We will speak out, we will be heard, 
Though all earth's systems crack ; 
We will not bate a single word, 
Nor take a letter back. 


We speak the truth, and what care we 
For hissing and for scorn, 

While some faint gleamings we can seo 
Of freedom’s coming morn ? 


Let liars fear, let cowards shrink, 
Let traitors turn away ; 

Whatever we have dared to think, 
That dare we also say. 


Whate'er we deem Oppression's prop, 
Time-honored though it be, 

We break ; nor fear the heavens will drop 
Because the earth is free. 


The only chain we dare not break 
Is our own plighted word 

To plead for our poor brother's sake, 
And perish or be heard. 


oe 


IMMORTALITY. 
The insect bursting from its tomb-like bed— 
The grain that in a thousand grains revives— 
The treos that seemed in wintry torpor dead— 
Yet each new year renewing their green lives, 
All teach, without the added aid of faith, 
That life still triumphs o'er apparent death. 


But dies the insect when the summer dies; 
The grain hath perished though the plant remain; 
In death at last, the oak of ages lies ; 
Here reason halts, no further can attain, 
For reason argues but from what she soes, 
Nor traces to their goal these mysteries. 


But faith the dark biatus can supply — 

Teaching, eternal progress still shall reign ; 
Telling (as these things aid her to espy) 

In higher worlds than higher laws obtain ; 
Pointing, with radiant finger raised on bigh, 
From life that still revives, to life that cannot die! 








one of the largest held in that place since the time 
that those devoted and self-sacrificing friends of the 
slave, Monroe, White, and Gay, passed through tliat 
place, who left an impression in Ohio, that will not 
soon be forgotten. I have lectured thrge times in fa- 
vor of dissolving ovf conneiion with slaveholders 
I find the people here are ready to receive the real 
friends of the slave, no matier what may be the mode 
of eradicating slavery from the land. I am disposing 
of quite a number of copies of the * Brotherhood of 
Thieves,’ which, by the way, is the best anti-slavery 
pamphiet that can be cirulated. 

I find the clergy here not as corrupt upon the sub- 
ect of slavery as they are in New-York and the New- 
England States. J supp it is b there are 
not as many clergy here, and, consequently, they are 
not so dependant upon the people; but they are cor- 
rupt here. 

But I mus: turn my attention to another subject. 
The 20th, 2ist, and 22d of August were the days ap- 
pointed, by law, for the people of Ohio to train, or 
appear on parade, and learn the art of war. This 
scene took place in Austinburg while I was there. 
There were upon the parade ground fifteen hundred 
men in uniform, or acting as militia, and about two 
thousand who came for the express purpose of looking 
on. Among this vast multitude there were some 
five hundred females, some having come fifteen miles 
to behold men learning how to kill their fellow-men. 
This large military body was compelled to stay upon 
the ground three days. I walked over the parade 
ground once each day, and it was one of the most 
efflictive scenes that I ever witnessed in a civilized 
community. The highway for miles was filled with 

‘wagons; and there could be seen men fighting, ly- 
ing upon the ground drunk, or gambling. The schools 
within three miles of this strange scene were all sus- 
pended, for the purpose of allowing the children to 
witness it! I have been credibly informed that this 
training, which takes place in every county in the 
State, costs the State annually from two to three hun- 
dred thousand dollars; during which, the farmers 
within three miles of the place are compelled to guard 
their fields, gardens and orchards, to prevent them 
from being plundered. And this system of degrada- 
tion is sanctioned by the laws of Christian (!) Ohio! 
It seems to me that a government that must be kept 
together by such means must be inherently corrupt, 
and should be discountenanced by all upright and 
Christian men. 

Yours in the cause of humanity, 


WM. W. BROWN. 








From the Portsmouth Journal. 
Capital Punishment. 


Not s few humane men have long been of the 
opinion that Capital Punishment exerted a harden- 
ing rather than a softening influence on the hearts 
of spectators. And this opinion, or conviction, is 
gaining strength. In many of the States execu- 
tions are now held in the jail-yards, before a small 
and select number of witnesses, instead of being 
made a great public spectacle. 

We should ask why is this? If the putting a 
man to death by law is to deter other men from crime 
by the torror or horror of his execution—who will 
probably be the most terrified or horror-stricken ? 
they who see it done, or they who only read of it in 
the newspapers? We suppose the former. But if 
the latter, then the sheriff and his deputy, in pre- 
sence of the jailor, had better put the man to death 
in his cell, and publish the account, duly certified, 
in the newspapers. Do any persons shudder at 
this thought? (and doubtless they do;) why do they 
shudder? Not at the privacy of the deed, surely, but 
at the dreadfulness of the deed it, which seems to 
need the parade of a military guard, of muffled drums, 
and a procession, and a crowd of carriages and 
horses, and men and women and children, to dissi- 
pate and scatter the thoughts of the spectator, 
somewhat. so that he shall nat reflect coborly, cithor 
upon the enormity of the criminal’s guilt, or upon 
the dreadful and revolting punishment. 

This change has been made within a few years— 
and it will never be altered back again. Other 
changes, also, are in progress. And now, in the 
State of Ohio, public opinion is supposed to be ripe 
for the utter abolishment of the death-penalty, put- 
ting imprisonment in its place, as the punishment 
of the most heinous crimes. 

Two of our Governors in succession have recom- 
mended the change. One legislature voted in its 
favor by a small majority—and by a great effort the 
measure was postponed. The legislature of the 
present year have referred the question to the peo- 

le ; and as their answer is, at the polls in Novem- 
er, so, probably, will the law of the State be here- 
after. 

There is a very strong probability, that the pen- 
alty of death will be abolished by a decisive major- 
ity. This opinion is grounded on the fact that a 
very great change, tending in that direction, has 
been going on for several years. Some pieces on 
the subject appeared in this and other papers at least 
seventeen years ago; and Rev. Arthur Caverno 
pebiebes a pamphlet upon it about the same time. 

hat effect these things might have on individuals 
we know not: but they led to no public action, and 
made little stir. The people then were not ready 
—but now, it is believed, they are ready. The Exec- 
utive and Legislative acts before referred to, are 
evidence of this in part. The aid of such writers 
as Rev. Prof. Upham, of Bowdoin College, and other 
clergymen who prepare and deliver pte and 
lectures on the subject, and the warm response they 
meet from the humane and christian feelings of the 
commurity—with the abundant and varied talent 
of laymen and civilians who plead the same cause, 
and are approved by the popular voice, show that 
Capita! Punishment in New-Hampshire is about to 
be abolished in form, ag it haa been for some time 
in fact. 

t is remarkable that the Legislature of 1842 was 
chosen without any reference to this subject—yet a 
majority of that body were found in favor of the 
change. 

If the question can be fairly and fully taken at the 
November election, there is little doubt of the re- 
sult. It would seem desirable that in this town the 

ion and answer should be written or printed on 
the bottom of the electoral ticket, as it may be by a 
previous understanding among men of all parties. 

When any question is put to the voters one by 
one, at the voting stand, and they answer viva voce, 
many are confused and know not what to say ;—and 
when questions are decided by a poll or a hand 
vote, we get only the opinions of those who happen 
to be in the room at that particular time: and this 
for minor questions may be well enough: but on 
questions of grave importance like this, and the 
amendment of the constitution, some better mode is 
desirable. The one we have proposed strikes us fa- 
vorably. We hope it may be adopted, unless a bet- 
ter shall be devised. 





Caritat Punisuments. The following para- 
graph is taken from one of the morning papers, and 
is @ pertinent iliustration of the efficacy of public 
executions in restraining men from crime: 

‘Ebenezer J. Perkins, a valuable and highly es- 
teemed citizen of Lowndes County, Ga. was killed 
on the 27th ult. by Alexander McFail, who imme- 
diately absconded. The quarrel originated in some 
small matter. The fatal wound was inflicted with 
a dirk knife. Only the day before the murder of 
Mr. Perkins, Samuel Mattox was hanged at Troup- 
ville, in the presence of more than one thousand 
persons, for the murder of a small boy; and among 
the lookers-on was Mr. McFail? 





Joseph T. Adams and 
peng (Ay that he is in the enjoyment of good 
and Saeinisee cotpegaland ioeer Traveller. 


was then confused, but we have it now in all its enor- 
mity, as communicated to the editor of the Arkansas 
Intelligencer, by Col. W. S. Reeves, a respectable 
citizen of Van Buren county in that State. Colonel! 
Reeves has just returned from a trip to Texas, where 
he was present at the trial, &e. in Fannin county. 
The reader will obtain the readiest insight into the 
story by reading the confession of L. Ray, (or Wray,) 
one of the men engaged in the first murders: 

Andy Jones, Harvey White, and Read, came to my 
house, and proposed to go and kill a party of Indians, 
who were encamped about two miles and a half above 
my house, on the South Sulphur. At first U objected, 
but they insisted. We went, and I prevailed on them 
to return. Upon our return, we heard of Mitchell, 
and Jones observed that if it was the same Mitchel! 
that he knew, he was of the ‘right sort.’ Jones went 
to Mr. Meatch’s to get some corn, and on his route 
back he met with Mitclieli, and oe came to my 
house and commenced talking about killing the In- 
dians. Again I endeavored to persuade them nol to 
kill them,but to no effect. They started,and I went with 
them. When we arrived at the camp, which consist- 
ed of three men and two boys of the Delaware tribe, 
Jones shot one of the men, Read shot another; both 
were killed instantly ; Mitchell snapped at one, and 
bent his gun by a blow upon the Indian's head, who 
ran. They told me to pursue him, which I did, and 
ran about eighty yards, and then shot athim. When 
Mitchell came up, he asked me which way he went. 
I told him to wait till I loaded my gun, and I would 
show him; we pursued him some distance. On our 
return back, we came by where a little Indian boy 
lay dead. I asked Mithell who killed him. He said 
he caught him, and Read stabbed him with his knife 
One Indian man, wounded, made his escape—also a 
boy, uninjured. The property taken from the Indians 
was twelve horses, four guns, three brass kettles, 
some saddles, and abuut forty deer skin, all of which 
was equally divided between us—five in number. 

So far as we can understand the matter, all these 
wretches save Read, who made his escape, Were ar- 
rested by the inhabitants of the county, and brought 
to summary trial. Colonel Reeves thus describes the 
manner in which it was conducted : 

The company on the ground about 250 persuns— 
selected four of the oldest settlers in the county to 
choose a jury of twelve, which was selected from dif- 
ferent parts, and of the most respectable men in the 
county. The prisoners were asked if they bad an 
objections te be tried before this tribunal, to whic 
they answered that they had not. The jury were ab- 
sent a short time, and returned a verdict against Jones, 
White and Mitchell, and sentenced them to be hung, 
but were divided in opinion respecting Ray, who made 
the confession. The verdict was submitted to the 
company, who formed themselves into a hollow 
square, when a vote was taken. The vote was unan- 
imous to hang Jones, White and Mitchell. {In the 
case of Ray, a few were for sparing him, because he 
confessed, but a large majority voted to hang him, and 
the next day they were all executed. 

Ray made the following additional disclosures, im- 
plicating several of those hung in crimes committed 
~ the United States. We copy this part of the con- 
ession : 


_ At this time, Jones, White, Read and Mitchell have 
in their possession a negro, whom they say they took 
up in the prairies. The last conversation I head them 
have, they were talking of running this negro and 
sellinghim. Jones and White had conditionally sold 
their part to Mitchell and Read. Read observed that 
he had done almost every thing that a man could do, 
but at running negroes he did not hnow whether he 
wasa secure hand or not. Mitchell observed that he 
had * dealt in the article’ some, and that the only way 
was to sell him and ask him to meet you in some re- 
mote place, and make clean work of him—meaning to 
kill him, Read told me that Jones and White had xil- 
led aman in the State of Arkansas by the name of 
Moss. He said thatsome men by the name of Piercy 
hired them to hill him; they gave them a racc mare, 
a rifle gun, and promised some money. White and 
Jones waylaid the cornfield until Moss came to work 

Jones fired first, according to agreement, and killed 
him, They got the race mare, and carried her to Mis- 
souri, and placed her in the hands of John Whitesides, 
who, with Elias Rico, ran her off. 


Horrible Proceeding.—At the town of Frederick, 
Mo., on the 12th ult.,a gang of lawless men assem- 
bled, and notwithstanding the indefatigable exertions 
of the Sheriff and citizens of Frederick to coppayes 
their action, succeeded in breaking open the jail with 
axes, crowbars, &c., and hung & man by the name of 
Abraham Smith. One of the gang got down into the 
cell where Smith was confined in irons, and tied a 
rope around his neck. Those above hauled Smith up 
by the rope, dragged him down stairs, and about fif- 
teen yards from the jail, and, notwithstanding he was 
appareotly lifeless when they reached the tree, hung 
him up, where he remained some minutes. The 
then let him down; but one of the gang, suspecting, 
probably, that life was not sufficiently extinct, persist- 
ed that they should again hang him up, which was 
done aceordingly. The coroner's jury charged twelve 
of the rioters with the murder of Smith, and five of 
them have been arrested. Smith was under sentence 
of death for the murder of Thomas Vincent, but bis 
execution had been postponed in consequence of a 
motion of his counsel. 


Horrible Outrage.—Some Texan marauders lately 
crossed over the line into Louisiana, and took forcible 
possession of a citizen in the parish of Caddo. After 
they had carried him into the territory of Texas, it 
was proposed to bury him alive. With thts intention 
a grave was dug—the unfortunate man being a wit- 
ness to their movements. He stood helpless, count- 
ing each shovel full of earth, surrounded by a gang of 
desperadoes ready to crush him beneath the clod, and 
from whose sentence escape was death. Overpow- 
ered with the frightful fate before him, he bounded 
from his keepers and rushed into an adjacent thicket ; 
but before his steps had measured many paces over 
the earth, a heavy volley of musketry brought him to 
the ground, and there he lay a lifeless corpee—a vic- 
tim to the insecurity of our border protection. His 
body, after being cut up, was hung upon the 
branches of the neighboring trees, there to meet the 
gaze of the traveller, and tell bim of a power that 
knows nothing of the bounds of law, or of human au- 
thority ; but, like the savage beasis of the wildervess, 
would snap the fragile cord of life, if interest once 
stirred up the fatal ire of their wrath upon him wacse 
VOICE DARE RISE against their iniquiti The de- 
ceased man, whose name was Bortright, had thus of- 
fended them; he had, with others of hia fellow-citi- 
zens, declared himself openly to be opposed to them. 
—Nachitoches (La.) Herald. 


We understand that a man named Tobin was stab- 
bed in the arm by a negro at Blass’s coffce-house, near 
the Louisville Hotel, on Saturday morning. It is 
said, that Tobin, for some insolent language, had 
thrown a boot-jack at the negro’s head, ‘TT. fired 
one or two pistols at him afierwards, but missed him. 
The negro is in jail.—Louisville Jour. 





Whilst one of the hands of the steamer Nimrod, 
named Henry Young, was attempting to chastise a 
negro yesterday, he was pushed overboard by the 
negro and drowned. The black man was arrested.— 
St. Louis Reporter, dug. 31. 


Affray.—A rencounter occurred at Mayslick, last 
week, between a man named Collins and a man 
named Hinton, in which the latter was severely 
wounded. Collins has been arrested and duly com- 
mitted for further trial —Maysville (Ky.) Eagle. 


Fatal Rencounter.—The Edgefield (8S. C.) Adverti- 
ser says: It is uur painful duty to record a tragical 
scene which occurred in this town on Monday (Sale- 
day) last. Afier the Sheriff's sales were over, and 
whilst a considerable crowd remained about the steps 
of the Court House, a fight ensued between Mr. Jo- 
seph W, Glover and Mr. Lovett Gomillion, which ter- 
minated in the death of Mr. Glover, 

Both parties it seems were armed, and fired pistols 
at each other, the first time without either being ma- 
terially injured. Mr. Gomillion with his second pis- 
tol shot Mr. Glover in the right breast, which killed 
him instantly. Mr. Gomillion immediately surren- 
dered himself to an officer. 

We regret to say, that our friend Col, Wm. H. Moss, 
in attempting to prevent the affair, was very severely 
shot by one of the parties, in the neck and shoul- 


ders. 

Caught.—The who assassinated Mrs. Turner 
in Fayette county, Ky. last week, has been arrested. 
He was takeo in Scott county on the 23d ult. and ex- 


amined and committed for trial at Lexington, 


The Vicksburg Sentinel, the late Dr. Hagan's paper, 
after living to see a couple of its editors killed, and 
two or three wounded, is at last dead itself. We now. 
learn, that, while Mr. Hinckley, who left it two or 
three ago, was its nominal editor, the real wri- 
ter for it was the notorious Forbes, who, a few yeurs 
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Saturday, with a ful 


/head, as to cause his death in a few days. 


~ entirely burned, with a large stock of materials and 


rocks one Lundred feet below. After four hours ex- 
ertion in reaching the spot, and removing her to the 
summit, she expired ; the services of the physician, 
Dr. Blackwell, proving of no avail. Professor Calyo, 
the artist, from New-York, was engaged in drawing, 
bat a few steps from the spot, when the young Indy 
fell. The Uuffalo Gazette stntes, that the de- 
ceased was tlie sister-in-law of Mr. George W. Howe 
of Detroit. Her remains were taken, on Sunday eve- 
ning, to that city, fur interment. 


Bryant Cobb, of North Alabama, proposes to give 
up slave labor, and substitute the labor of Germans. 
He invites them to seitle about him, proposing to fur- 
nish farmiog implements and one year's provision to 
industrious hinifies, and let them farms on long lea- 
ses. 


Mr. William Norris, of Philadelphia, who has been 
received with such distinguished marks of favor at 
several of the Courts of Europe, has again sailed for 
that continent. He has concluded very large and im- 
portant contracts for the introduction of his locomo- 
tive engine on the railroads of Austria and other 
countries. He will take with him some of his best 
workmen, and remain abroad an indefinite period. 


Jail Burned —The jail of Simpson county, Ken- 
tucky, was destroyed by fire on the 20th ultimo. A 
negro man, confined in it as a runaway, was badly 
burned. . 


The receipts on the Long Island railroad are esti- 
mated to be over $800 per day—near $300,000 pe 


In St. Louis, it is said, it will cost more than $20,- 
000 to remove from the sireets the mud deposited by 
the late flood. 


Tremendous Hurricane and Flood in Wiskonsin 
Territory.—We learn from the Green Bay Democeet, 
that on the 8th ult., a burricane, accompanied with 
rain and hail, swept over Brown and Calumet coun- 
ties with such fury, that in the space of twenty min- 
utes property was destroyed to the value of 000. 
Houses, barns, bridges, fences and trees were scat- 
tered and tossed about like chaff; and in many pla- 
ces, the crops of every kind were flattened and de- 
stroyed. 


Railroad Accident.—During the violent storm on 
Monday evening, a locomotive, with a train of one 
hundred coal cars, was struck by lightning, a little 
above Reading, Pa., ing the | tive to blow 
up, and instantly killing James Ward, the engineer, 
John McCabe, the conductor, and two firemen named 
Mason and Tigh. 


The colored girl, 14 years of age, a native of Nas- 
sau, N. ¥., who weighed five hundred pounds, and 
who was exhibited here last week, died on Tuesday 
evening at her lodgings on Merrimack-street. Poor 
thing! life on earth could have but few charms for 
her, enclosed as her spirit was in a casket so unwieldy. 
Lowell Jour. 





John Ross, the celebrated Cherokee chief, was mar- 
ried at Philadelphia, on Tuesday, to a young and ac- 
complished lady, Miss Mary D. Stapler, of Wilming- 
ton, Del. He is about 55 years of age ; she is only 
18, Mr. Ross is a gentleman of fine talents, and is 
said to be worth halfa million of dollars. 


Trouble among the Disunionists.—A correspondent 
of the Charleston Courier, who had just returned from 
a dinner given to Mr. Rhett, at Robertville writes that, 
afier a sentiment in honor of Mr. Calhoun, which 
was so faintly responded to by the friends of Mr. 
Rhett, as to amount to condemnation, a deep spirit of 
dissatisfaction was manifested. Abvut fifty gentlemen 
rose and left the tables, going off for Calhoun and the 
Union, no Tariff and Texas. ‘he breach between 
the two factions seems to be daily widening.—J. Y. 
Rep. . 


The Brezilian government is encouraging to a great 
extent the immigration of free laborers. A company 
of one hundred had arrived from Belgium and settled 
at Campos ; twelve months provision and land already 
in a state of cultivation had been given them. One 
hundred bad arrived at Rio de Janeiro from Havre, 
and four hundred from Azores. The suthorities of 
Rio de Janeiro had engaged with a Frenchman for 
two thousand emigrants, who were fo cultivate the 
sugar cane. 


From Matanzas.—Cupt. Lawless, of the schooner 
Robert Mills, at this port, from Matanzas 18th inst., 
reports that on the morning of his leaving Matanzas, 
Vargas, the intended mulatto General in-chief of the 
contemplated insurrection, was slot with another of 
his accomplices.—Prov. Jour. 


Nauvoo News.—The Warsaw Signal says that Dan- 
iel Spencer had been elected Mayor of Nauvoo pro 
tem. George Miller and Whitney have been elected 
Tustees of the Church property, and under their man- 
agement the Temple is progressing rapidly, Samuel 
H. Smith, brother of the Prophet, died at Nauvoo 
about two weeks since. William is now the only 
surviving brother. 

Sidney Rigdon, who claimed the leadership of the 
Church on the ground of his being the only survivor 
of the first Presidency, and also, on the ground of his 
having been named by Joe at one time as his success- 
or, has had his claims rejected by the twelve, who 
have decided not to have one man for leader, but that 
the Church shall be governed by them collectively.— 
St. Louis Rep. 


Water for Boston —The Common Council on Thurs- 
day passed an order providing for the appointment of 
three Commissioners to report with as little delay as 
posible, on the best mode and expense of bringing 
the water of Long pond into the city. The pond is 
situated in Natick, 20 miles from the city, and is !23 
feet above high water mark. _ li is said to contain an 
adequate supply for 250,000 inhabitants. 


Normal School.—The Normal School at Lexington, 
having outgrown ils accommodations in that place, is 
to be removed to West Newton. It was opened on 
the 11th instant, under the care of Cyrus Pierce, Esq., 
its former principal, Mr. May having, very much to 
the regret of the friends of the school, felt it his duty 
to resign his office as teacher. Mr. P. is an experi- 
enced and successful instructor, and comes again to 
the responsible and arduous work, with restored 
health. We rejoice in the prosperity of this School, 
and from personal knowledge, can bear testimony to 
its usefulness as an auxiliary to popular education. 


Boston Liberality. —The Trustees of the Hospital 
recently applied for $50,000, to enlarge their imstitu- 
tion. They obtained- $62,550 from two hundred sub- 
scribers, viz: Six of $2000 each, nineteen of $1,000, 
thirty-three of $200, seventy-eight of $100, two of 
$75, thirty-seven of $50,and two of $25. And it 
may be remarked, that out of this sum, more than 
$60,000 were contributed by citizens of Boston.— 
Boston Courier. 


Capture.—On the 27th of May, an armed boat from 
the Porinpabes corvette Urania captured the Brazil- 
‘jan brig Caeador, at the mouth of the river Dande, 
with slaves on board. The prize was taken to 
Loanda to be judged. 


Murder in Iuwa.—A horrid murder wzs committed 
in Washington county, Iowa, on the 4th ult. A man 
named M’Cauley fled with the wife and child ofa Mr. 
Coffman to Indiana, Coffman pursued and brought 
them back, and while returning from the house ofa 
neighbor, M’Cauley secreted himself in a corn-field, 
and shot both him and his child. The murderer and 
the wife have been arrested. 


Poisoning.—The Salem (Ohio) Register mentions 
a ramor that five persons had died at Georgetown, O., 
from eating poisoned watermellons, the owner of a 

tch having plugged and inserted a poisonous drug 
into a number, in consequence of numerous depreda- 
tions on his grounds. : 


From Havana.—We learn by the Matanzas Aurora, 
that on the 12th ult., Thomas Vargas and Pedro Nunes 
were executed by being shot in the back, for having 
taken part in the late insurrectionary movements, 


Burning of the Kentucky State Prison —The State 
Prison at Frankfort, Kentucky, was nearly destroyed 
by fire, on the evening of the 30th of August. ‘The 
cells in which the conricts—to the number of one hun- 
dred and sixty—were confined, fortunately escaped 
destruction, so that it was not necessary to release 
them. The work-shops, which were extensive, were 


machinery. 


Emancipated Slaves.—The schooner Franklin, Capt. 
Simpson, arrived at this port yesterday afternoun from 
Mewbern, N. C,. The Franklio bas on board twenty- 


one leven females and ten females—eman- 
cipshall Wy athdcosste in accordance with the will of 
deceased, of that 


pene eters place.— Phil. 
Suicide of Clergaman.—The Rev. Ebenezer Pa ; 
ri pose Perea ms ek nal | 
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Church, attached to the Indiana Conference, 
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WHOLESALE ROOMS OF 


OAK HALL. 


LIST 


THIN CLOTHING 


REMAINING UNSOLD. 
MUST BE CLOSED 


PREVIOUS TO SEPTEMBER Isr. 
TO ACCOMPLISH THIS, 
EVERY GARMENT WILL BE OFFERED 
AT MY LOWEST WITOLESALE PRICES 


AT RETAIL! 


CONSISTING OF EVERY VARIETY, CUT 
AND FASHION THAT IS IN VOGUE, 
or 


THIN FASHIONABLE 
SUMMER GARMENTS! 


The following is a List remaining on hand, and 
the remarkable Low Prices they will be closed for 
at PRIVATE SALE, giving every one an opportu- 
nity of supplying themselves with a THIN, COOL, 
COMFORTABLE GARMENT, DURING THESE 
HOT DOG DAYS! 


THIN COATS. 


DRESS, D'ORSAY, &c. &c. 

750 real Scotch Gingham Coats—a tasty garment, at 
the low price of $1 2 

325 real Scotch Gingham Coats, satin figure, royal 
purple, blues and mourning patterns—a very gen- 
teel, pretty garment, for street or office coat, 1 75 

500 American gingham Coats, various patterns, a great 
variety of patterns, warranted fast, or money re- 
funded—look and wear as well as Scotch ging- 
ham, at the very low price of 75 cts. to 1 00 

48 pure white linen Coats—very cheap 1 7% 
50 or about that number dark brown linen Coats, 1 50 
200 checked and plaids, all pure linen—a very pretty 
article fora * Hot Day,’ at the very low price of 

1 75. This garment is retailed by some for 3 50; 
they will be closed at 1 75 
600 Webster check coats, neatly made, and adapted 
to wear nine mohths in the year, as a store, office, 

or street coat, at the low price of 7é ets. to 1 00 

250 dark checks and plaids—-D'Orsay cut—-very 
cheap, 1 00 
175 large blue blaids and checks—do. do. 1 00 
250 assorted lot, various cut D’Orsay—dress and busi- 
ness, very cheap, 1 00 

200 Railroad Fancies—cannot be found at any other 
place in Buston, at the low price of 1 25 to 1 50 

450 very heavy—adapted to the wear of the laboring 
class—very comfortable garment the year round, 
1 00 to 1 50 





SACKS. 


Of this article I have a complete assortment, and 
at prices which will insure the sale of the lot. 


850 real Scotch gingham Sacks—a very cool, comfor- 
table garment, combining laste, ease und gentility, 
—every person should have one of these—low 
price— 1 25 to 1 50 

100 American ginghams—a Sack for 1 00, a pretty 
garment at that, 1 00 

50 pure white linen—is a‘) I have—very cheap— 


1 Wtol 7 
66 dark brown do. do. do. 1 tol 75 
15 light do. do. do. do. 1 Wtol 75 


204 checked linen—very neat checks and plaids— 

warranted all linen, 1 75 to 2 00 
50 cotton and linen, very neat, 1 2% tol 50 
276 Webster checks—bound and corded, a decidedly 
neat affair, 1 OU to 1 55 
500 checked and plaid, assorted—very neat patterns— 
lot varying in price from 75 cents to 1 25 
275 diamond figures—very cheap, 1 00 
200 Railroad Fancies—new pattern—genteel, 1 00 


to 1 2 
300 royal, purple, blue, black and white—low price, 
1 00to1l 


480 of various patterns, at customers’ own prices— 
say 75 to 87 1-2 cents—a good article fur the money. 


THIN FROCK COATS 


Of linen, cotton, gingham, &c. for 1 00 tol % 
BALOUSES. 
50 on hand—wiill be closed at 1 50 to 2 00 





: VESTS 

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
2500 in all—of every description of goods, some very 
rich patterns—will be closed at the low price of 
50 cts. to 3 00 


Boys’ Sacks. and Coats. 


125 satin faced Scotch gingham Sacks and Coats— 
purple, blue, black and white—very pretty for 
church garments, 1 00 
150 blue Scotch ginghams, 1 00to1 5 
173 plaid and checked—assorted—neat coat for a 
boy, 75 to 87 1-2 cts. 
350 of all patterns and varieties of cut, such as Sacks, 
Dress Costs, &c.—adapted fur boys’ wear from 

75 cts. co 1 00 


(7 All the above Boys’ Coats are about one half 
the price usually asked. 


BOYS’ VESTS. 
250 on hand, from 


THIN JACKETS, 


300 white linen, from 

100 dark brown linen, from 
150 light brown linen, 62 1-2ects. to 1 00 
150 assorted linen, boys', cheap, 50 to 75 ets. 
Those who have not furnished themselves with 


50 cts. to 1 00 


75 ets. to 1 25 
62 1-2 cts. tol 00 





a THIN GARMENT for $1 to 1 25, can get a gar- 
ment decidedly preferable to that thick woollen one 
these dog days. Country Trapvexs will find a few 
Saatiad dojlars invested in this stock well turned to 
profit. Sovraernenrs spending summer monttis 
in this quarter will finda saving of 50 per cent. by 


visiting and purelinsing at the celebrated 
‘OAK HALL’ 
FASHIONABLE 


OAK HALL BUILDING, 
DR. CH. FREDERICK GEIST, 





SEWING SILK 


of every variety of size and colo 
the above Association, from the | : 
the best manner. J. A. STETSoN’ 2 is 
Orders forwarded to Northampton, Mas, ~~ 
ind of Sewing Sitk, which wi; e or 
‘ 3n. mm a pe PFOMDLY exe¢ , 
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NOTICE, 


EORGE BROOKS respectfully inform 

and the public, that be has taken : 
soopeees Sg he has on hand a g 
ment of clotting, for seamen an 
test fashions, aot at the lowest pt poe, og phon . 
cut, made, repaired and cleansed, in ey seth 
Please give him a call, if you wish to get then we 
your money. tf, Regen 


’ 


s Manufactyreg ” 
HERE stir 7 





his friend 
shop No, 1a 
6neral Aasor, 





Sept, 13. 
To Ler, 


NE large room and bedroom, furnis 
O nished, with privilege in kite se wafer, 


: hena ’ 
together with Bg ws Water, in oe ene 
ress-street. Rent low. Inquire of GE ann? 
o. 191 Ann-street. it 3 SF See eta 





EMERSON’S ADDRESS AT CONCORD” 
JUST received, and forsale at the Anti Slave 
Office, 25 Cornhill, RALPH WALDO EMERsony 
Satan ry at the Anti-Slavery Cel ah, 
tion in Concar ; -—) 
oy vg » Mass. on the first of August, Price 
NEW BOOKS, 
ATER Cure for Ladies: A popular work on 4} 

, Health, Diet, and Regimen of Female “ 
Children, and the prevention : 
with @ full account of the Processes of {i : 

' ucesses of the W 
Cure ; illustrated with several C by he 
Shew. atee, renee ala 

Hand-Book of Hydropathy, by Joel sh 

Social Pioneer, and Herald of Progress ; bein 
Keport of the Proceedings of the New-England a ge 
Reform Convention holden in Boston jn May on 

Dr. Alcott's Inte works on the use of Tobacen ‘ 
Tea, and Coffee. pal 

The Physiological and Phrenologica) work . 
ler, Graham and others. ot 

A Leeture on the Human Soul, with its rely 
the exterior world, through the "medion = yw i 
organs, and also its relations toa future state, g pam r 
let of 48 pages, and an excellent work - by Lowe 
Hough. ite 

Reformers Fellow-Laborers of Christ : 

Wm. Henry Knapp. ne? a Peanonty 

For sale by 

aug 23. 





and 
and cure of Diseases 


ew, M.D, 


BELA MARSH, 
No. 25, Cornhill, 


‘GET OFF THE TRACK) 


A SONG for Emancipation. Sung by the Huteb. 
insons—set to music for the piano furte, Jus, 
published. 

April 19 





For sale by BELA MARSH, 


No. 25 Cornhill, 





J.P. BISHOP, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR, 
No 10, Covrr-strerr, Bostos, 
[South side of the street, five doors from Washington 
street} 
Practices in LAW und EQUITY in all the Courts o 
the Commonwealth, in this and the adjoin. 
ing counties Also attends to every de- 
scription of office business. 


To Abolitionists 
AND FRIENDS IN GENERAI. 
JOHN P. COBURN 


NFORMS his friends and customers, that he be 
removed from No, 8 Brattle-street, to 
51 Cornhill and 24 Brattle-street 
Where he continues his same line of business, wiili 
an addition, viz: 


CLOTHING, 


Cut aud made in the neatest and most fashionable 
style, He bas also taken considerable pains to select 
A FIRST RATE CUTTER, who will give his «- 
tention to cutting only. He has selected an assort- 
ment of the most fashionable CLOTHS, viz: Brosd- 
cloths, Cassimeres, Doeskins, ‘CT weeds, as well as 
VESTINGS of the latest style, al! of which he wil 
make up in the most fashionable style, and on reason 
able terms, and will take GENTLEMEN'S OFP- 
CAST GARMENTS in pay, or part pay. 

Please give him a call, if you wish to be used well 
and get the worth of your money. 

ft J. P. COBURN would furthermore inform the 
public, that he has made extensive arrangements, and 
18 prepared to execute any amount of Clothing in the 
above line. March &. 


Look Here! Read This!! 


JOHN P. COBURN, 
DEALER IN CLOTHES, 
AS removed from No. 8 to No, 24 Brattle-street 
and No, 51 Cornhill, and has on hand, for sale, 
a large assortment of new and second-hand 


CLOTHING, 


Viz: Surtouts, Frock and Dress Coats, Pantaloons and 
Vests of every description, cheap fur cash, 
I7The highest price paid for gentlemen's off-cast 
Garments. Also, clothing cleaned and repaired in the 
neatest and mest thorough manner, at short notice 
Garments exchanged on the most reasonable terms. 


NOTICE, 


J, P, COBURN 
W ILL accommodate a few respectable persons of 
fcolor gwith board and lodgings, by the day 
week, at his house, at the corper of Southack ond 
Butolph streets. if. May 


DR. B. T, PRESCOTT, 


DENTIST 


GRANITE BUILDING, No. 14 HOWARD ST. 
Directly opposite the * Pemberton House,’ and 9 few 
doors West of ‘Concert Hall. 

R. PRESCOTT would inform his friends and 
the public generally, that he continues to perform 
all the necessary operations on the Teeth, both ~ 
their beauty and preservation. Particular atventi 
paid to cleansing and filling carious Teeth with e° “4 
thereby arresting the progress uf decay, an¢ repde 
ing them useful for many years. the 
Mineral teeth of superior quality inserted on 
most reasonable terms, sigh gn 
N. B. Having furnished his apartments w!! a 
lights, Dr. Prescott is enabled to attend 10 8”) pi 
tions in Dentistry in the evening. All operaliel™ 
both in filling and inserting Teeth, warranted (0 a 
complete satisfaction. Orders from the ey ; 

promptly answered, 6m May 


WANTED. 


SITUATION as nurse or chambermaid is an 
by a young woman, recently a fugitive et the 
very. She has the best recommendations ee 6 
ily ‘in Providence, with whom she has recen y 
sided. R 
Apply immediately at the Anti-Slavery Office, oF 
John T. Hilton, 12 Brattle street. 
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AGENTS OF THE LIBERAT@R- 
Conxxecticur.—S. 8. Coles. Hartfor 
Hall, East-Hampton ; James Munroe, ‘ a 
Maw-Vous.—imee T. Hopper, New-York City; 
Charles 8. Morton, Aibany :—James 





ateles;—Thomas McClintock, Waterloo; *00" 
Barker, Peru; K. D. H. Yardley, Rusheille ;_ 's0* 
Hartshorn, Penn Yan. ms 


Pesysytvania.—H. C. Howell, Alleghany; An 
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